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INDIANS IN TEXAS. 


The following letter having been laid before the | 


House yesterday by the Speaker— 


T) the honorable the Speaker and Members 
of the House of Representatives: 
On my arrival in this city last evening, I learned that the 
amouut expended by the commissioners appointed by the 
President to negotiate a treaty with the Cumanche and other 


wild tribes of Indians has been the subject of animadversion | 


in both Houses of Congress. I desire to avoid no responsi - 
pility for any act of mine, public or private. But [I have a 
right to ask that the facts shall be known before I am made 
the subject of censure. I therefore have the honor to re- 
quest that the whole subject may be referred to a commit- 
tee, with power to send for persons and papers. 

Iam prepared to account for every dollar which has 


assed through my hands, and I hope also to show that my | 


expenditures were necessary and proper. 
Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, P. M. BUTLER. 
WASHINGTON, July 23, 1846. 


Mr. Burt (leave having been denied) had moved 


a suspension of the rules to enable him to offer the || 


following resolution : 


Resolved, That acommittee of five members be appointed 
to inquire and report as to the legality and propriety of the 


expenditures of Messrs. Butler and Lewis, commissioners | 
to the Cumanche and other Indian tribes; and that the com- | 


mittee have power to send for persons and papers. 


Pending which motion the House had adjourned. || 
The question therefore now recurred, ‘Shall the 


rules be suspended” for the purpose of the intro- 
duction of the said resolution? 

The SPEAKER said that when the question of 
order was raised on the resolution last evening, the 
Chair had decided that it could not be entertained 


without a suspension of the rules; but on reflec- |! 


tion, the Chair was of opinion that inasmuch as 
the resolution peeeped only a motion which 
was incident to the letter itself, then before the 
House, it might be received without a suspension 
of the rules, 

The resolution being thus before the House, and 
the question being on its adoption, 


Mr. BOWLIN asked the yeas and nays; which | 
were Ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- | 


lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, 
Blanchard, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Wm. G. Brown, 
Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, De Mott, Dockery, Douglass, Dunlap, Foot, Garvin, 
Giles, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes, George 8. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hunger- 
ford, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. {ngersoll, 
Andrew Johnson, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Thomas But- 
ler King, Leake, La Sere, Lewis, Lumpkin, MeClelland, 
MeCiernand, McConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, McHenry, 
Barkley Martin, Pendleton, Pettit, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ram- 


sey, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, Runk, Scam- | 


mon, Seaman, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. 
Sims, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stan- 


ton, Starkweather, Stephens, St. John, Strohm, Thomas- | 


son, Benjamin Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Tilden, Tredway, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Wick, 
Woodward, Woodworth, and Young—9!. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Bowlin, Chipman, Dar- 
gan, Dromgoole, Edsall, Erdman, Ficklin, Foster, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Hamlin, Henley, John W. Houston, Jas. B. Hunt, 
Jenkins, James H. Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jones, P. King, Lawrence, Long, McClean, McGaughey, 
Marsh, Morris, Morse, Moseley, Norris, Parrish, Phelps, 


Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Sawyer, Vance, Wheaton, and Wil- || 


liams—38. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. BOWLIN, in connexion with the same 


subject, and or leave given, offered the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the select committee, in the ex- | 


ecution of the commission under the resolution to 
examine into the expenditures relative to the com- 
missioners to the Cumanche Indians, shall not send 
for persons beyond the District of Columbia, but 
in lieu thereof shall receive such affidavits as the 
commissioners may procure to be taken, and certi- 

ed by any judicial officer; nor shall said commit- 
tee sit during the vacation between the two sessions 
of Congress, 

Mr. HOPKINS, remarking that this resolution 
Would in effect operate as a revonraiion of the orizgi- 
nal resolution, moved the amendment which fol- 
lows. The resolution which had been adopted 
*mounted to nothing at this late period of the ses- 


Sion unless authority was given to the committee 
to sit during the recess: 
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sit during the vacation between the two sessions of 
Congress.’’ 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON suggested to Mr. Bow1in 
so to modify his resolution as to remove the restric- 
tion which it imposed on the testimony to be taken, 
and which, if not modified, would operate to the pre- 

| judice of the Government. If this was not done, 
he thought that*the resolution should be voted 
down, or that the vote adopting the original reso- 
lution should be reconsidered. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. P. 
KING, BURT, and HOPKINS, as to the powers 
which the resolution conferred on the committee. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House the following communication, which, the 
Speaker said, he had just received: 


To the honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives ; 


T have just learned that Governor Butler has made appli 
cation for an investigation into the expenditures of our mis- 
sion to the prairie Indians, in consequence of some animad- 
versions upon them in both Houses of Congress. I was 
absent when this application was made, or I would have 
joined in it most heartily. I hope I will be included in it 
now. I feel fully prepared to account for an‘ to justify the 
expenditure of every dollar, from the beginning to the end 
of the mission, as far as Lam concerned. 

With great haste, your obedient servant, 
M. G. LEWIS. 

After some explanations and suggestions by 
Messrs. McKAY, DROMGOOLE, and BURT, 

A motion, which had been intimated by Mr. 
Bropueap, to reconsider the vote by which the 
original resolution had been adopted, came wp. 
| The previous question was demanded and sec- 

onded. 

The main question was ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, the vote was reconsidered. 


|| the said original resolution, 
‘| Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the whole sub- 
ject be laid on the table. 

The question having been taken and decided in 

| the affirmative, 

| The whole subject was laid on the table. 
| On motion of Mr. MeCLELLAND, 
} Ordered, That leave be given to withdraw the 
|| papers in the case of Henry Disbrow. 
|| Mr. BOYD rose and asked leave to submit a 
|; motion, to which, he said, he hoped there would be 


} 
} 
1 
| 
| 
' 
| 
i} 
1] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| passed both Houses, providing for the adjourn- 
| ment of Congress on Monday, the 10th day of 
| August, had not 9 a the hour at which the 
| adjournment should take place. The result might 
|| probably be that the two Houses would remain in 


i 
|| $tssion all night. T'o obviate this state of thines, 
|| for which there was no sort of necessity, he would 
|} move that the hour at whi¢h the two Houses 
|| would adjourn should be twelve meridian. 

| The motion (having taken the form of a joint 
|| resolution) was agreed to nem. con. 


NAVAL PENSION BILL. 


The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
| House a message from the Senate informing the 
| House that that body had passed the bill making 
appropriations for naval pensions, with an amend- 
} 


1 
{ 


valid pensioners, which, prior to 1844, had been 
paid from the privateer pension fund. 

Mr. McKAY moved the reference of the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|} Union. 


| ment appropriating $3,000 for the payment of in- 
} 
} 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved that the 
|| House concur in the amendment of the Senate. 


The SPEAKER said that, inasmuch as the | 


|| amendment involved an appropriation, the bill 
must be committed. 
|| Whereupon the bill was committed to the Com- 
' mittee of the Whole on the state of Union. 


1 THE WAR WITH MEXICO. 


| Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL moved a suspension of 

the rules, to enable him to offer the resolutions 
|| which he had yesterday offered, but which were 
‘| not then received; and asked the yeas and nays on 


|no objection. The joint resolution which had | 


| Strike out the words, * nor shall said committee || the motion, which were ordered; and, being taken, 


resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Blanchard 
Brodhead, Buffington, W. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Jolin H. 
Ewing, Foot, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, 
Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Sanmnel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Thomas B. 
King. Lewis, Long, McGaughey, Marsh, Pendleton, Pol 
lock, Ramsey, Runk, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Albert 
Sinith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Svkes, Thibo 
deanx, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, 
Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodruff, and Young 


t m4 
— hr. 


NAYS—Meesrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Bayly, Bed 
inger, Bell, Renton, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
srinkerhoff, William G. Brown, Burt, Cathcart, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Cujlom, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dil 
lingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Eilswerth, 
Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Grover, Hamlin, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, G. W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Preston 
King, Lawrence, Leake, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me- 
Clean, MeClernand, MeConnell, McCrate, J. J. MeDowell, 
McHenry, MeKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Norris, 
Parrish, Perrill, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Scaramon, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Stanton, Starkweather, 
St. John, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, 
Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wood 
ward, Woodworth, and Yost—95. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lutions were not received. 7 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business to be the call of the committees for re- 
orts, 

Mr. SEAMAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


_ the Union. 


The question then recurring on the adoption of || 


The motion wag rejected. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees in their order for reports. 

Mr. CATHCART, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the bill from 


| the Senate entitled ‘* An act to allow Elijah White 


additional compensation for services and reim- 
bursement of expenses incurred by him as acting 
sub-agent of Indian affairs west of the Rocky 
Mountains,’ reported the same without amend- 
ment. Ordered to be committed. 

Mr. C., also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of certain Miami Indians: read 
and committed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the resolution from the 
Senate to authorize the President to sanction an 
agreement made between the Wyandots and Dcl- 
awares for the purchase of certain lands by the 
former of the latter tribe of Indians, reported the 
same without amendment, and with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. The resolution was re- 
jected. ; 

' Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES, from the Committee 

on Naval Affairs, to which was referred the bill 

from the Senate entitled ‘* An act for the relief of 

Thomas Brownell,” reported the same without 

amendment, and with a recommendation that it do 
| not pass; and the bill was rejected. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported a joint resolution 

| to authorize the Secretary of War to adjudicate the 
| claims of the Su-quah-natch-at and other claims 
of Choctaw Indians, whose cases were left unde- 
termined by the commissioners for the want of the 
township maps; which was read three times and 
passed. 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES, from the Committee 

on Naval Affairs, reported, without amendment, 
Senate bills of the iHowing titles, viz: ** An act 
| for the relief of Ebenezer Ballard;’’ ** An act for 

the relief of Harriet Ward;’’ and an act for the 
i relief of James Lowe. Ordered to be committed. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, &om the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled ‘* An act for the relief of 

| the personal representatives of William A. Slacum, 
| deceased,” reported the same without amendment. 
| Ordered to be committed. 


On motion of Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON, 
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Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be discharged from 
the petition of the ** Board of County Commis- 
gioners of Dubuque county, lowa, for the reim- 
bursement of certain sums of money,’’ and that it 
be laid upon the table. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee | 
to which was referred the | 


of Ways and Means, 
hill from the Senate, ¢ ntitled **An act for the relief 
of RB. and B. Kidd,” re ported the same without 
amendment. Orde red to be committed. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the 
entitled ** An act to authorize the trans- 
portation of goods, wares and merchandise through 
the Indian territories,’’ report d the same without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that itdo 
not pass; which bill was rey cted. 

Mr. BENTON, from 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, 
tled “ An act to provide for 
the accounts of John Crows ll, late agent for the 


mPonate, 


enti- 


Creek Indians,”’ reported the same with an amend- | 


ment. Ordered to be committed. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, report d a bill for the benefit of the 
Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Railroad Com- 
anv: which was ret rred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unton, and ordered to 
be printed, 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be discharg' d from the consideration of the 
peuuions of sundry citizens and societies in the 
cities of Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and New 
York, remonstrating against any alteration in the 
present tariff! laws, and that they be laid on the 


' 
Labie. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported, without amendment, Senate bills of the 
following titles, viz: 

An act for the relief of J. Throckmorton; 

An act for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt; 

An act for the relief of Walter Lovaris and Abel 
Gray. 

Mr. JOHN A. 
committee, reported bills of the following titles, 
viz: 

A bill for the relief of Matthew Stewart; 

A bill for the relief of B. O. Tayloe; 

Accompanit d by a report in each case. 
twice and committ d. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Tudiciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled ‘An act for the relief of Abraham 
B. Fannin,’’ reported the same without amendment. 
Read three times and pass¢ d. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the same committee, re- 
sorted, without amendment, the following Senate 
in, which was read three times and passed: “An 
act giving the 
the compact ¢ ntered into between the United States 
and the State of Arkansas on her i 
the Union.”’ 


Read 


Mr. GORDON, from the Committee of Claims, 


made adverse reports upon the petitions of Ruth 
Freeman and of Harry Parke; laid upon the table. 

Mr. CRANSTON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the resolution from the Senate in favor of David 
Shaw, reported the same without amendment. Or- 
dered to be printe d. 

Mr. McHENRY, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported * A bill supple- 
mentary to the act passed on the 20th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1846, entitled ‘ An act to enlarge the pow- 
ers of the several Orphans’ Courts held in and for 
the District of Columbia,’ ” read three times and 
yassed. 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- 


mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


Robert Roberts, accompanied by a report in Wri- 
ting: read twice and committed. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, the fol- 
lowing Senate bills, viz: 

An act for the relief of Harriet L. Catchings. 

An act for the relief of Richard S. Coxe. — 

An act for the relief of Peter Capella, and with 
a recommendation that jt do not pass; 
was rejected. 

Ordered, ‘That the two former be committed, 


the consideration of | 
/ memorial of Mr. Catlin 


the same committee, to 


the final settlement of | 


ROCKWELL, from the same | 


| Holmes, I. 


assent of Congress to a change of 


admission into | 


which bill 





Mr. W. W.CAMPBELL, from the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library, to which was referred the 
for the purchase of his 
gallery of Indian collections of paintings, made a 


report thereon, and recommended an amendment || 
to the bill of the House * To establish the Smith- | 


sonian institution for the increase and diffusion of 


knowledge among men,”’ providing for the pur- | 
chase of said gallery of Indian collections of paint- |) 


ings; which report was laid upon the table. 
COMMUTATION FOR STATIONERY. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, 
tionery except enve lopes 
ink, wafers, and sand for the desks in the Hall, 
the Clerk of this House be directed to pay out of 
the contingent fund to each member of the House 
thirty dollars during the long session, and fifteen 
dollars during the short session of each Congress; 
this regulation to commence with the next Con- 
gress. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the resolution 
\\ be laid on the table. 


On which motion no quorum voted. 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Mesers. John Quincey Adams, Stephen Adains, 
Arnold, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Benton, James Black, James 
A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Milton Brown, William G. 
Brown, Buffington, Catheart, Chipman, Constable, Crozier, 
Cullom, Cunningham, De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Erdman, Ficklin, Foot, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, 
Grider, Grover, Hampton, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, John W. 
Houston, George 8. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Geo. W. Jones, 5 ‘aborn Jones, Kaufinan, Preston 
King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, McCler- 
nand, MeConnell, McGaughey, McHenry, McKay, Marsh, 
Barkley Martin, Miller, Morris. Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, 
Perrill, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Reid, Relfe, 
Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Sawyer, 
Seddon, 
weather, Stephens, Strohm, Sykes, Benjamin Thompson, 
James ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Tilden, 
Trumbo, Vance, Wheaton, Wick, Winthrop, Woodruff, 
Woodward, Young, and Yost—109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Boyd, trinkerhoff, 
Jrodhead, Burt, William W. Campbell, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cranston, Culver, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dillingham, Dun- 
lan, John H. Ewing, Gordon, Grinnell, Hamlin, Elias B. 
E. Holmes, Hopkins, Jenkins, 
Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Maclay, McClean, 
McClelland, McCrate, Jos. J. McDowell, James McDowell, 
Morse, Norris, Rathbun, Sawtelle, Severance, Leonard H. 
Sims, T. Smith, Thomasson, Tredway, Vinton, White, 
Williama, and Wood—4o. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 

And the question being taken, the vote was not 
reconsidered. 

THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled ‘*An act to amend an act entitled an 
act to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing Jaws imposing duties on im- 


with an amendment to the title of said bill, by 


inserting after the word “act,’? when it first occurs 
therein, the words ‘‘to establish a warehousing sys- || 
tem, and,” so that the said title will read, ** An act | 
to establish a warehousing system, and to amend \| p 


an act entitled an act to provide revenue from im- 
vorts, and to change and modify existing laws 
imposing duties on imports, and for other pur- 
poses;”” which amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. T. B. KING moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. MeCLELLAND opposed the motion, and 


express d his desire that the bill remain on the 
Speaker’s table, that a majority might at any time 
control it. fit wentat this late period of the ses- 


sion to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, the probability was it would never come 


out. ‘This was probably the only bill that could be 
paseed. It was almost word for word the same as 


that which had been introduced into the House by 
the Committee on Commerce. ‘The only material 
difference was in relation to the limit as to the time 
of warehousing the goods. 

He gave notice that he would call the bill up on i} 
Monday, unless some good reason should be as- || 
signed for deferring its consideration beyond that 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





day. 


| in, he would feel constrained to call for the yeas 
Je 


| would retain control over it by the usual means of 


That in lieu of all allowance for sta- | 
and envelope paper, and | 


Simpson, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 1| 


Andrew Johnson, | 


the Committee on | 





J uly 24, 


If the motion to commit should be persisted 


and nays. 

Mr. WINTHROP briefly sustained the motion 
to commit, declaring himself in favor of the prin- 
ciple of the bill, but contending that a major 


ity 


a resolution to terminate debate at a stated time. 
Some suggestions were made, the result of which 


| was, that 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, modified his motion so 
as to add that the bill be made the special order of 


| the day for Monday next. 


Mr. DROMOOOLE., adverted to the proper and 
usual course of parliamentary proceeding in such 
cases, and preferred that the House should first 
decide whether the bill should be committed or 
not. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES, referring to the impor- 


tance of acting upon the bill at this session, de- 


- manded the previous question. 


[The motion would cut off the motion to com- 


| mit.] 


The demand for the previous question was with- 


drawn for the moment, at the request of 


Mr. McCLELLAND, who replied to the par- 


_liamentary ae of Mr. Dromeoo te, and 


stated that in the motion he (Mr. McC.) had sub- 
mitted, he had only conformed to the instructions 
of the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McC., in redemption of his pledge to that 
effect, renewed the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

When, on motion of Mr. G. S. HOUSTON, 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
to Monday next. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the House passed 
to the regular orders of the day, being the consid- 
eration of private business. 

The following bills were 

assed: 

A bill for the relief of Frances Martin; 

A bill for the relief of Silas Waterman, of Ver- 
mont; 

A bill for the relief of Electia H. Holmes; 

A bill for the relief of Gregory Thomas and 
others. 

The bills on the Speaker’s table, on which the 
question of engrossment was pending, having been 
disposed of, : 

Mr. DANIEL, chairman of the Committee of 
Claims, said he had come to the conclusion, from 
information received from the chairman and mem- 
bers of the Committee of Claims in the Senate, that 
it was not likely that any bill of the House passed 
at this late period would receive the action of the 
Senate. He should not, therefore, after they went 
into Committee of the Whole, insist upon calling 


read a third time and 


up any bill except those from the Senate. If any 
gentleman, however, having 


the charge of any 
it up at the risk of 


srivate claim wished to bring 


'| its being lost in the Senate, he should interpose no 


objection. He would further remark, that this 


shen, aa s being 
| being a day when under the rule, objections being 


ports, and for other purposes,” reported the same || made to any bill threw it over, he would move the 


suspension of that rule for to-day. The rule isas 
follows: 
‘On the first and fourth Friday of each month, the calen 


| dar of private bills shall be called over, and the bills to the 


assage of which no objection shall then be made, shall be 
first considered and disposed of.”’ 


Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, and DANIEL. 
The question being taken, the House refused to 
suspend the rule. 
he House then, on motion of Mr. DANIEL, 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 


| Huncerrorp, of New York, in the chair,) for the 


consideration of private bills. 

The conversation was resumed by several gen- 
tlemen as to the manner in which they should 
proceed. 

It was finally agreed that the calendar should be 
called over in order from its commencement. 

Many bills were objected to; but the following 


were laid aside to be reported: 


A joint resolution authorizing and directing the 


‘| examination and settlement of the claims of Alex- 


ander M. Cumming. 
A bill to increase the pension of Roswell Hale. 
A bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw. 
A bill for the relief of Frederick Hopkins. 





—* 


ai 


—" 








1846. THE CONGRESSI 





of Charles G. Ridgeley. 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Haskell. 

A bill for the relief of Alvin G. Goell, and for | 
other purposes. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Pierre Menard, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob Feaman, || 
and Edmund Roberts, of the State of Illinois, sure- || 
ties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, deceased. | 

A bill for the relief of Job Hawkins. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Vance. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Whit- | 
sitt, deceased, late of Lafayette county, Missouri. 

A resolution for the relief of William B. Stokes, | 
surviving partner of John N. C. Stockton & Com- 


y = : { 
A bill directing the mode of settling the claims 
| 


any. | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tarlton Wood- | 
son, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of William J. Price. 

Abill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsey Ward, | 
of Wisconsin Territory. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Sergeant | 
Major John Champe. 1} 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah Simmons, of | 
the State of Tennessee. 

A bill for the relief of Doctor Clark Lillybridge. 

A bill for the relief of W. P. S. Sanger and George || 
F. De Roche. i] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Gen. Thomas | 
Sumter, late of South Carolina, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lot Hall, 
deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of Thomas Shields, deceased. H 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Speak- | 
man, deceased. 

A bill authorizing the issue of patents to George 
Ramey and Thomas F. January, for certain lands | 
entered in the county of St. Louis, State of Mis- 
sourl. 

A bill for the relief of Julius Eldred, Elisha El- 
dred, and Francis E. Eldred, for expenses and |, 
services in removing the copper rock from Lake || 
Superior. 

A bill in relation to the Wyandot lands in the 
State of Ohio. 1] 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Converse, widow |! 
of Josiah Converse. 

A bill for the relief of George B. Russell, and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the late Joseph E. Primeau and Thomas J. 
Chapman. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James H. Clark. 
; A bill for the relief of the heirs of Silas Duncan, || 
eceased. 

A bill for the relief of Susan Brum. 

A bill for the relief of Anna Griffin, of the county | 
of Wyoming, State of New York. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Crown. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Gassaway || 
Watkins, an officer of the Maryland Continental | 
line in the war of the Revolution. 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
John B. Chaudonia. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Guess. 

A bill for the relief of William Causey. i| 

A bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott. | 

A bill for the relief of Amos Kendall. 

A bill for the relief of James Williams. I} 

A bill for the relief of Bernard O’Neil. | 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Pike, widow of the || 


| 
| 
| 
} 
j 
| 


| 
| 


} 
| 


late General Pike. 
A resolution for the relief of Putney and Riddle. | 
A bill for the relief of John Pickett and others. || 
A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 
Stephen Johnson, deceased. 
A bill for the relief of the assignees of the late || 
Bank of Alexandria. | 
A bill for the relief of the administrators of Jo- || 


seph Edson, deceased, late marshal of the district || 
of Vermont. | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Hyacinth || 
Lasselle. 
A bill for the relief of John A. Bryan. | 
A bill for the relief of David Myerle. \| 
A joint resolution for the relief of Purser G. R. || 
ry. 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Adams. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas M. Newell. | 
A bill for the relief of Henry La Reintree. | 


An act for the relief of John Keith, of New |; 


ork, 








A bill for the relief of Harvey Reynolds. 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Stevenson. 

A bill for the relief of Edith Ramey. 

A bill for the relief of Ann Clayton. 

A bill granting a pension to Silas Chatfield. 

A bill for the relief of John C. Stewart and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Lawson, deceased. 

A bill to provide for the final settlement of the 
accounts of John Spencer, late receiver of public 
moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Metoyer and 
Francois Gaiennie, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the widow of Elijah Brag- 
don, deceased. " 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Phillips. 

A bill for the relief of Lewis C. Sartori. 

A bill for the relief of James H. Conley. 

A bill for the relief of William T. Walthall. 

An act granting a pension to Richard Eliot. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Fitch. 

A bill for the relief of Thankful Reynolds. 


ONAL GLOBE. 


A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Calkins, the | 


| widow of Silas Winans. 


A bill for the relief of Jonathan Hoyt. 

A bill for the relief of John Van Slyck. 

A bill for the relief of Harrison Whitson. 

A bill to provide for the final settlement of the 
accounts of John Crowell, late agent for the Creek 


| Indians. 


A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Ballard. 

A bill for the relief of James Low. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Kidd and Benja- 
min Kidd. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Etting. 

A bill for the relief of Harriet Ward. 

A bill for the relief of John Jones, surviving 


|, partner of John Jones and Charles Souder. 


The committee then rose and reported the said 
bills, 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 25, 1846. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of oper- 
ators, proprietors, miners, and other citizens of 


| Beaver Meadow, Pennsylvania, praying that the 


existing duties on foreign coal may not be changed; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. S. also presented a petition of Joseph El- 
liott, a soldier in the Revolutionary army, praying 


|a pension; which was referred to the Committee 


on Pensions. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of citizens of 
Fishkill Landing, Dutchess county, New York, 
praying that the bill now pending in the Senate to 
reduce the duties on imports may not be passed ; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial from 268 citi- 
zens of Ulster county, New York, praying that the 
tariff of 1842 may not be repealed; which was read 
and laid on the table. 


Mr. CAMERON presented four memorials of 


zens of Carbon, Luzerne, and Schuylkill counties; 


| and a memorial of citizens of Beaver Meadow, in 


|| citizens of Schuylkill county; a memorial of citi- | 


the State of Pennsylvania, engaged in the coal trade | 


and the various occupations connected with the 
prosperity of the same, praying that the tariff of 
1842 may not be repealed; which were laid on the 
table. 


Mr. C. also presented the proceedings of a meet- | 


e es ‘ 2 ® i 
ing of citizens in Danville, Pennsylvania, declaring 


that any change in the tariff of 1842 will prove fa- 


tal to the great interests of that State, and recom- | 


mending the rejection of the bill for reducing the |! 


duties on imports and for other purposes; which 
were laid on the table. 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented a petition of Amos 


Calton, in behalf of David Whelpley, praying | 
extra compensation for his services in the Explo- | 
ring Expedition under General Pike in 1805 and | 


1806; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


[A message was received from the House of 


Representatives announcing the action by said || 


House on sundry Senate bills.] 

Mr. CORWIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency ang | 
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propriety of changing the time for holding the 
winter term of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States for the district of Ohio. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported, without amendment, 
House bills with the following titles: 

An act for the relief of Aquila Goodwin. 

An act granting a pension to Abraham Ausman. 

An act for the relief of Justin Jacobs. 

An act for the relief of Suranus Cobb. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported, without amendment, the House 
bill for the relief of John Campbell, of Garland, in 
the State of Maine. 


Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on Printing, 
reported in favor of printing sundry memorials in 
relation to the ‘* bill to reduce the duties on im- 
ports;’’? which report was concurred in. 


The following resolution, submitted a few days 
since by Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, was taken up 
for consideration; and, after some remarks in op- 
position to it by Mr. Crirrenpen, was, on motion 
of Mr. R. Jounson, postponed until Monday: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to report to the Senate whether a court of in- 
quiry or court-martial has been ordered in relation 
to the recent calls for volunteers made by Major 
General Gaines whilst in command of the north- 
western division of the United States army; and, 
if so, report copies of any correspondence that may 
have been had between the department and said 
officer concerning the ordering of such court. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER, pursuant to notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Hobson Jones; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The joint resolution passed yesterday by the 
House of Representatives, fixing the hour at which 
Congress shall adjourn on the 10th of August, at 
twelve o’clock meridian, was taken up for consid- 
eration. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that it be laid upon the 
table; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a few remarks in its 
favor; after which the question was taken on con- 
curring in the joint resolution, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. CASS moved that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill providing for the sale of 
certain mineral lands; which motion was not agreed 
to. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the ‘* bill to reduce the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes.” 

Mr. WEBSTER then rose and addressed the 
Senate in opposition to the bill. After some length- 
ened ickdiners remarks, he proceeded to ex- 
amine the bill— 

Firstly, in the effect of the ad valorem principle 
on the revenue of the country, as a measure levy- 
ing all duties ad valorem; 

Secondly, in its effects on certain interests here- 
tofore supposed to be protected by former laws; 

Thirdly, in its effects upon the navigation and 
commercial interests of the country; and 

Fourthly, in its effects on the general industry, 
employment and labor of the country. 

Mr. W. occupied the greater part of the time 
during which he addressed the Senate to-day in 
discussing the first two branches of his subject. 
He dwelt at great length on the effect of the bill on 
the iron and coal trade, and strenuously contended 
that the measure would be entirely destructive of 
those interests. 

At four o’clock, without concluding, Mr. Wes- 
sTER gave way to a motion by Mr. R. JOHNSON, 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays upon 
the motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 26—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Benton, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- 
ley, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisi- 
ana, Johnson of Maryland, Mangwn, Miller, Morehead, 
Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Sinunons, Sturgeon, Upham, Web- 
ster, and Woodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Mc Duffie, 
Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Wee- 
cou, and, Yulee—26. 


The Senate thereupon adjourned. 
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HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Satrunpay, July 25, 1846. 


; 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and, 
the further reading having, on motion of Mr. 
DANIEL, been dispensed with, was approved. 

Mr. PRES'TTON KING, from the Committee on 
Inv 


iid Pensions, by unanimous consent, reported 


without amendme nt, the Senate bill for the relief 
of Alexia Hyat. 
Mr. K. also, from the same committee, made 


} 
ndverse reports upon the 
: ! 
Morrison, R. Re 
, i : 2. | ‘ - . 
Hodley, Ephraim Shaler, J. 
sim 


petitions of J. Rose, J. 
yse, Lancelot Williams, A. D. W. 
Marke, J. Brown, M. 

ion, G. Hiskman, A. F. Tyler, A. 'T. Bolton, 
and S. Tarkington: laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, 

Ordered, ‘That the committee be discharged from 
the consideration of the petitions of M. Spalding, 
1. R. Granger, J. Hibbert, J. Davenport, 8. Bur- 
ton, W. Robert: > a Sagathy, D. Pattie, T. Sin- 
ela r, C. We: Lon, T. R. Sande rs, A. Brightwe ll, 
and S. Clarke; which were laid upon the table. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
On motion of Mr, DANIEL, the House pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of the private calendar. 
bills of the titles were read a 


following 
1e, and passed: 

ef of representatives of Pierre 
lenard, Josiah 'T. Betts, Jacob Feaman, and Ed- 
mund Robert of Felix St. Vrain. 


Senate 
third tin 
for the reli the 
N 


3, suretic 


lor the relief of Amos Kendall. 

Mor the relief of John Keith. 

tor the relief of Nathaniel Phillips. 

‘The bil for the relief of Mrs. Pike, widow of 
the late General Pike, coming up— 

Messrs. GORDON, CULVER, and McDOW- 


ELL, of Ohio, advocated, and Messrs. DANIEL, 
GROVER, and ATKINSON, opposed it. 
McDOWELL said: 

Mr. Sreaxer: I do not design to occupy the 
Llouse but a few minutes on the 
before it; for it seems to me that no one, 
tal the trouble to read the report of the 


il. 


attention of the 
bill now 


} 
who has taken 


Senate committee, whose report is before us, can 
have a moment’s hesitancy as to the course he 
should take in reference to the object of the bill. 
This billis the result of the investication of a com- 
mittee in the Senate of high character for intelli- 
ren ind talent. It passed the Senate scarcely 
Without opposition; came to this House, and w 1s 





referred to the appropriate committee here, which 


te ; 
Investigated Live cla 


n, and reported it back witha 
ulion that it pass. I know that some 
are urged upon the ¢round of expe- 


m } 
recommen ai 


*“LIGIS 
diency, but it is now too late to attempt to estab- 
lish a new rule on subjects of this nature after the 
practices of the Government from the days of Lewis 


and Clarke down to Wilkes’s expedition. Con- 
gress has in these cases given large extra pay, 
be » of the importance of the services rendered. 


If that was a 
one who has made himself familiar with the im- 
porta it services renders d by General Pike to this 
force in this. The 

iases of Indian lands amounted to many thou- 
sand acres, which were procured by him upon the 
most favorable terms. ‘The explorations also 
made by him were of incalculable advantage to 
the Government in enabling it to avail itself of po- 
sitions to prevent smug! i 


; ' ' 
rood reason in those cases, surely no 


Government can deny it 
| 


yur- 
e 


ing by British agents into 
those then frontier portions of the country, and 
thereby added thousands to the national treasury. 

Sir, I desire it to be recollected, also, that the 
applicant is the widow of General Z. M. Pike, 
who gloriously fell at York, Upper Canada, in 
1813—a name sacred in our country’s history, one 
that lives embalmed in every American bosom. 
After having established, as is shown, that such 
has been the policy of the Government in such 
cases, I appeal with confidence to every gentleman 
present not to make the claims of the worthy 
widow of this distinguished and departed patriot 
an exception to the rule. I will close, Mr. Speak- 
er, by reading an extract of a letter from Mrs. 
Pike, toa friend in this city, of the date of Jan- 
uary 12, 1846: 

* Dear Sir: Your kind favor came to hand a few days 
since, and for your unceasing exertions in my behalf, per- 
mit me to return my sincere thanks. I have been in ill 
health ever since I wrote you, seldom able to leave my 
room; and although for several days past I have expe- 
rienced some change for the better, there is little prospect 
of a rostoration to evena tolerable share of health. Indeed, 
under existing circumstances, it cannot be expected. My '! 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


i] 


present dwelling is illy calculated for a security from the i| 
rude blasts of a severe winter. I had flattered myself that || 
it would have been repaired ere the cold weather setin; || 
but was disappointed, and must now make the best of it.” 


I make no further remark. This short extract 
makes its own appeal to every heart. 

{[Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, reported that the committee had 
found correctly engrossed the bill appropriating 
for certain rivers and harbors, and certain other 
bills; and they received the signature of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, asked the yeas 
and nays on this motion; which were refused. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and the ques- 
tion being taken, they re ports d ayes 47, noes 73. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

The question reeurring on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, was taken, and 
decided in the affirinative. 

The main question was then ordered; and, being 
taken, the vote resulted yeas 88, nays 64, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Ashmun, 
sell, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Wm. W. Campbell, 
Jolin of. Cam , Catheart, John G. Chapman, Chase, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Cunningham, Dillingham, Dixon, 
Dockery, Edsall, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran 








. 


Foot, Fries, Gurvin, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Graham, Grider, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, 
Isanc FB. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 


Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Levin, Long, Joseph J. 
McDowell, James McDowell, MceGauughev, McHenry, MclIl- 
vaine, John P. Martin, Miller, Moseley, Parrish, Pendleton, 


Perrill, Pettit, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Roberts, Julius 
Rockwell, Jolin) A. Rockwell, Runk, Sawyer, Seaman, 
Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Thomasson, Benja- 


min Thompson, James Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trum- 


bo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, Winthrop, 
Woodworth, and Young—8s. 

NAYS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
tiegs, James Black, William G. Brown, Buffington, Burt. 


Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Daniel, Dobbin, 
Diomgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, Ficktin, Grover, Hamlin, 
Harmanson, Hopkins, Hough, George 8S. Houston, Edmund 
W. Hubard, J B. Hunt, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, G. 
W. Jones, Seaborn Je ; Kaufman, Preston King, Law- 
renee, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, McClernand, MeCon- 

Nl, MecCrate, Barkley Martin, Morris, Norris, 
Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Sawtelle, Scam- 
mon, Seddon, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Stanton, St. 
John, Svkes, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Wick, Williams, 
Wood, Woodward, and Yost—64. 


So the bill was passed. 








GOODS IN INDIAN TERRITORIES. 


Mr. PHELPS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the Senate bill ‘to authorize the 
transportation 


of goods, wares, and merchandise 


through the Indian territories,’’ was yesterday re- 


ject d. | 
The motion to reconsider was arreed to: and 
The bill, on motion of Mr. P., was recommitted 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. JACOB 'THOMPSON called up the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill for the 
relief of the widow of Thomas Murray was laid on 
the table. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. i] 

The motion to lay on the table was withdrawn. | 

And the question recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill, 

After some conversation, 

The bill having been amended so as to accrue to |! 
the legal representative or representatives of the | 
said Murray, 

‘The report was read, and, after further remarks, 
Mr. GORDON renewed the motion to lay on the 
table. y 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted—yeas 57, nays 78. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

The question recurring on the engrossment, 

Mr. HLOUSTON, of Alabama, briefly opposed | 
the bill. 

Mr. CATHCART advocated it. 

_After a remark by Mr. THOMPSON, of Mis- 
SISSIDP, 
The question was taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed, and the vote stood—ayes 48, noes 
55; no quorum voting. 


Mr. DANIEL moved a call of the House. 
fused, 
A new count was taken, and the vote stood— | 
ayes 57, noes 57—a tie. 





Re- || 


OBE. 


and nays, which were ordered; and, being tak 


| ayes 67, noes 24. 








ca Oy 28, 


The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative, m 
the vote ayes 58, noes 57. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The question being on its passage, 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, asked the Veag 








aking 


en, 


resulted, yeas 73, nays 62. 
So the bill was passed. 
Mr. ROBERTS asked and obtained leave to 

move to discharge the Committee of the Whole 

House from the further consideration of the bi)| Son 


' the relief of Harriet L. Catchines. 


The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
a third time and passed. 


The joint resolution from the Senate for the re- 
lief of Putney & Riddle coming up— 
Mr. DANIEL called for information respectino 
it. 
Mr. GILES (in the absence of his colleague, 
Mr. Ligon, who reported the bill) explained and 


| defended its provisions. 


At the suggestion of Mr. DANIEL, the resoly- 
tion was passevl by informally. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, suggested, 
as it was desirable to forward the bills passed jn 
this House to the Senate as early as possible, that 
such bills as would give rise to no debate be first 
taken up and acted on. 

Objections were made, and the House proceeded 
in the regular order of business. 


The Senate bill granting a pension to Richard 


| Elliott being under consideration, 


Mr. GORDON opposed the bill, and moved to 
lay it on the table. He withdrew the motion, how 
ever, temporarily, at the request of— 

Mr. BRODHEAD, who defended the bill. 

Some conversation ensued between Mesars 
BRODHEAD, RATHBUN, HUNGERFORD, 
and GORDON. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved to amend the bill by 
reducing the pension from twenty-four to twenty 
dollars per annum. Agreed to. ; 

Mr. ROBERTS moved an amendment to strike 
out the provision for back pay from 183], so that 
it take effect from passage. Agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
the question being on its passage, the vote stood: 
No quorum. 

“Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 
Rejected. 

Mr. St. JOHN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. GILES asked the yeas and nays, which 


| were ordered, and, being taken, resulted—yeas 44, 


nays 74. 
So the Honse refused to adjourn. 
The question recurring on the passage of the 


| bill, was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 


So the bill was passed. 

The bill to provide for the final settlement of the 
accounts of John Crowell, late agent for the Creek 
Indians, coming up, 

M.. ADAMS, of Mississippi, called for the yeas 
and nays on its passage. Refused. 

The question being taken, no quorum voted. 

A motion to adjourn was made and rejected. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 
Refused—no quorum voting. 

The motion to adjourn was renewed and agreed 
to. 


So the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred to the appropri- 
ate committees: 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Henry Van Meter for 
a pension for services in the Indian wars, and last war with 


Great Britain. 
By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Elizabeth Clapper, 


|| widow of George Clapper, a soldier of the revolutionary 
| army, praying for the benefit of the act of Congress of June 


17, 1844. 
‘By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of P. H. Folger and 


| others, of Nantucket, asking for the erection of a building at 


that place for a custom-house and post office, those offices, 
with all the public documents, having been destroyed in the 
late fire. 

By Mr. E. W. HUBARD: The petition of Mr. Henry 
Carrington, executor of Mrs. P. Le Grand, deceased, for ar- 
rears of pensions: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 


| ary Pensions. 


By Mr. GARVIN: The petition of Ada Smith, widow of 
Joseph Smith, a soldier of the Revolution: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the petition 


of Nathan Rowley, a soldier of the late war: referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 27, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the fol- 

jowing letter from Mr. W wim EH. Haywoop: 
Wasnineton Crry, July 25, 1846, 

| hereby respectfully resign my seat in the Sen- 
ate as one of the Senators from North Carolina. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. HAYWOOD, Jr. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that as the other Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. Maneum] was not in 
his seat, he would move that the President of the 
Senate be requested to transmit notice of the resig- 
nation to the Governor of the State of North Caro- 
ina. 
ads. CALHOUN said that he did not know 
what had been the practice in such cases, but he 
took it for granted that the Senator had communi- 
cated his resignation to the Governor. He had no 
doubt done his duty; and in his (Mr. C.’s) judg- 
ment it was rather irregular to go on the supposi- 
tion that he had not done his duty. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that if he recollected 
ivht the resignation of a seat in that body could 
ye recularly made only to the President of the Sen- 
ate. He thought that notices of resienation were 
usually followed by such a resolution as that 
ofiered by the Senator from Massachusetts. 


r 
‘ 
} 
| 


Mr. CALHOUN said it was not a matter of. 


much importance, but it was always best to do 
things in order. 

The PRESIDENT then stated, that in the two 
most recent cases of resignation—that of Mr. 
Franklin Pearce and Mr. Samuel Prentice—the 
President of the Senate was, on motion, autho- 
rized to notify the Executive of the States of the 
resignation of the Senator. 

The motion was then adopted. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the proceedings of 
ameeting of Democratic citizens residing in the 
valley of Wyoming, Pennsylvania, expressing 
their entire opposition to any alteration of the tariff 





act of 1842; the motion to print which was referred | 


to the Printing Committee. 


In presenting the above, Mr. C. said that he had | 


presented many petitions and memorials from the 
laborers in the coal mines, and at the iron estab- 
lishments of his State. This voice came from a 
different quarter. ‘The panic of which gentlemen 
spoke the other day has passed over the moun- 
tains, and reached the peaceful valley of Wyo- 
ming. The genlemen who took part in the meeting 
were, many of them, men retired from business, 
who had no interest in the question, except that 
which every good man has in the prosperity of 
those around him. The President of the meeting, 
Mr. Hollenback, was the son of one of the early 
settlers of the valley. He was a Democrat, hon- 
ored and respected by all around him. General 
Ross, one of the Vice Presidents, was a son of one 
of the early defenders of the soil which the son 
inherits, whose youthful blood was freely spilled 
in achieving our liberties; and he isa man so pure 
that no one dare assail him. Judge Kidder, an- 
other of them, is a man of learning, who for his 
virtues was exalted to the head of one of our judi- 
cial districts. All of them are men admired and 
beloved in their neighborhood; and all of them 
have been honored with public trust by the Dem- 
ocratic party. Wilkesbarre is the residence of 
Hendrix B. Wright, the President of the Baltimore 
Convention, of which so much has been said here 
in connexion with the passage of this bill. Mr. 
W right took part in the meeting, made a speech, 
and united fully in the proceedings. 
racy certainly will not be doubted, while all men 


His democ- | 


admit the eflicient part he took in the Baltimore | 
Convention. These proceedings tell you plainly 


that the nominees of the party could not have suc- 
ceeded in 1844 if it had not been’ believed they 
would be friendly to the labor and industry of the 
country. They tell you, too, in plain language, 
that the vote of Pennsylvania would not have been 


given to them without this belief. They tell you, | 


too, of the danger of arousing the indignation of 
the Democracy of that great State. He repeated, 
that he wished Senators to listen to this voice from 
the Democracy of the North.” 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, submitted an adverse report upon the peti- 


tion of William A. Howard, which was ordered to 
be printed. 
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Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported, without amendment, the (House) bill for 
the relief of John Chasseaud, United States consul 
for Syria and Palestine, and moved that the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

The bill, therefore, was considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered toa third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. . 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Joseph Kennedy; 
also, from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Lawrence Taliaferro; which request was 
granted. 

The following bills, from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were read twice and referred: 

An act for the relief of Elisha H. Holmes: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Murray, jr.: referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

An act for the relief of Silas Waterman, of the 
county of Washington, State of Vermont 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

An act for the relief of Gregory Thompson and 
others: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act supplementary to the act passed on the 
20th of February, 1846, entitled ‘*An act to enlarge 
the powers of the several Orphans’ Courts held in 
and for the District of Columljia: referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The joint resolution from the House, authorizing 
the Secretary of War to adjudicate the claims of 
the Lu-quan-natch-ah and other claims of Choctaw 
Indians, whose cases are left undetermined by the 
commissioners for the want of the township maps, 
was read twice: when 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted a few remarks in ex- 
planation of the joint resolution, and asked its ln- 
mediate consideration. 

The joint resolution was then considered as in 
committee of the whole, reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Pierre Menard, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob 
Fearman, and Edward Roberts, of the State of IIli- 
nois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, 
deceased, which had been returned from the House 
of Representatives with an amendment, was taken 
up for consideration, and the amendment concur- 
red in. 

The Senate bill for the relief of John Keith, of 
New York, which had been returned from the 
House of Representatives with an amendment, was 
considered, and the amendment concurred in, 


: referred 


COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that Mr. Dix be appointed 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, in the 
place of Mr. Haywoop, resigned, and that the 
Chair fill the vacancy occasioned in the committee; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Prnny- 
BACKER. 

THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate then, as in committee of the whole, 
resumed the consideration of the special order, the 
bill to reduce, &c. 

Mr. WEBSTER took occasion to say that it 


was acircumstance a good deal characteristic of 


the state of things in which they now found them- 
selves placed, and strongly indicative of the ab- 


| sorbing interest which surrounded this question, 


that he had not the honor to-day to address a full 
Senate. Since the commencement of his observa- 
tions on Saturday an honorable member of the 
Senate from one of the Southern States had vacated 
his seat in that body. They would probably soon 
hear from that gentleman himself the reasons 


| which led him to leave a position to which he 


seemed to be attached. He was not otherwise 
acquainted with those reasons than as he gathered 


| them from the very extraordinary publication in 
the Government paper of Saturday evening. He | 
inferred from that publication that the honorable | 


member left his seat from an inability to support 
the measures of the Administration now before 


GLOBE. 


them without violating his conscience, and from | 


great unwillingness to disoblige his party and polit- || 
“ ical friends by voting against them. As that gen- 
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tleman was gone, he might speak of him, and in 
doing so he could not speak of him otherwise than 
as aman of character and standing, as a man of 
learning and attainments, of great courtesy, of 
unsurpasse d intelli rence and attention in the dis- 
charge of his public duties, and, as they all knew, 
(as far as they might judge of his course there,) 
the unfaltering and consistent friend of the present 
Administration. 

Now, sir, (continued Mr. Wessrer,) I am 
ashamed of my country when I see a gentleman 
of this character hunted, abused, defamed, aceord- 
ing to the degree of abuse and defamation which 
some writer for the Government, in the paper of 


a eee 


the Government, sees fit to pour out against this 
retiring member. It is a disgrace to the civiliza- 
tion of the age, itis a disgrace to this Government, 
it is a disgrace to the American people. 

Another circumstance not unworthy of notice I 
will advert to before I proceed to the few remain- 
ing observations which Lintend to submit. If we 
may believe the current intelligence of the day, the 
Government is now in possession of official and 
authentic information that an extraordinary and 
vizorous effort is making throughout the whole 
Republic of Mexico to sustain her in the war now 
carried on against her by the United States. I 
suppose that the Government is now informed that 
General Bravo is appointed President ad interim, 
and that Paredes, with such forces as he can col- 
lect, is marching to the north; and that there isa 
spirit of united action and general contribution to 
the purposes which they call defences of their 
country, such as was never manifested before. 
Churches, provinces, and individuals, are contrib- 
uting in a manner hitherto unknown in Mexico 
since the time of her Revolution, I suppose, i say, 
that the Government is in possession of this intel- 
lizence, how well founded I know not; but they 
have the information I have no doubt, and the tm- 
portance of it is, that this state of things furmshes 
quite a new reason why we should do nothing to 
disturb the just expectations of revenue or dimin- 
ish the necessary income of the Government. 

Mr. W. then resumed and concluded his argu- 
ment in opposition to the bill. Inst ad, however, 
of moving to postpone the consideration of it till 
the next session, he moved to amend the bill in its 
ninth section by striking out the latter part of the 
ninth section, which reads as follows: 

« And such collector shall cause such goods to be sold at 
public auction, within twenty days from the time of taking 
the same, in the manner prescribed by Jaw for the sale of un- 
claimed goods; and the proceeds of such sale shall be } laced 
forthwith into the treasury of the United States; and such 
collector is hereby authorized to pay out of the accruing 
revenue to the owner, importer, consignee, or agent of the 
goods se taken, the value thereof as declared in the entry, 
aud five per centum upon such amount in addition thereto 5 
and the said collector shall render to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with his accounts of the customs, a statement 
showing the amount of money so paid, the amount of duties 
chargeable on the goods so taken, and the amount of pro- 
ceeds paid into the treasury; and this section shall be in 


force until the Ist of Jnly, 1848, unless otherwise directed 
by Congress.”’ 





He followed this motion by some observations 
exposing the impotency of this provision in the 
bill, which, while it availed to repeal the penal 
provisions of the present law which forfeit the 
goods in the case of fraudulent entry, left the 
fraudulent importer free from all penalty and se- 
cured him the full amount at which he had valued 
his importations, with a five per cent. additional 
to cover his expenses. We, 

Mr. LEWIS contended that this provision of 
the bill was an exact transcript of the British law, 
with the exception that, under the British law, 10 
per cent. in addition to the valuation was to be 
refunded to the importer, and only five per cent. 
under this bill. It would be perceived that it was 

‘ but an additional means put into the hands of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to punish fraudulent 
importers. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he thought there 
must have been an error committed by the framers 
of the bill in the use of the word “ with”’ ip place 
of the word *‘ without” in the ninth section, in 
connexion with an intention to defraud the revenue; 
for he could hardly suppose it to be intended to 
punish an intended fraud upon the revenue by 
paying the importer who attempted to commit the 
fraud his valuation of the goods and five per cent. 
upon that valuation in addition. ‘This would bea 


very singular sort of punishment. 
Mr. JARNAGIN said another reason why it 
appeared to him that there must be some mistake 
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was, that in the eighth section a penalty was en- 
acted against undervaluation, and that penalty was 
an additional duty of 20 per cent. But why enact 
this penalty if, in the very next section, a person 
undervaluing his goods should be entitled to re- 
ceive from the Government five per cent. in addi- 
tion to his valuation? What was to become of the 
revenue under such an enactment as that? If an 
mmniporter contemplated committing a fraud upon 
the revenue, he ought to forfeit the whole of his 
goods; but, instead of that, here was a direct en- 
couragement held out for the perpetration of fraud. 
Such a provision as that was, in his opinion, highly 
objectionable. 

Mr. McDUFFIE defended the clause. It did 
not, in the least, he said, interfere with existing 
Pp ovisions of the law upon the same subject. It 
was only an additional remedy, or an additional 
scr urily, again t frauds; and he thought it was a 
very wise and salutary provision. 


It was not to 
be employed in all cases, but only in those in which 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury was consulted, and 
in Which he believed it advantageous to the United 
States that the eoods should be taken, Supposea 
case where an importer invoice d his goods fifty per 
cont. be low \ cline . The Grove rnment, by taking 
the goods and selling them, though they were to 
pay the mmporter five per cent. upon them, would 
stil be a gainer of forty-five per cent. This would 
not only secure the revenue, but would tend creatly 
to increase it, The provision embraced in the ninth 
section was intended, however, to apply to partic- 
ular cases, and not generally. The law in other 
respects would remain as at pre sent. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had very little 
anxiety about the amendment now proposed, or 
any other amendment; but he thought that the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina, upon more 
mature reflection, would find that he was mistake n 
as to the meaning of the bill, and as to the objects 
sought to be accomplished. The honorable Sena- 
tor seemed to suppose that the Government, by 
taking the goods at the importer’s valuation, and 
giving five per cent., in addition thereto, would 
make money by the transaction; but the Senator 
would find that it was a mistake. 

Under every other bill that was ever passed for 
the collection of revenue, goods that were attempted 
to be fraudulently entered were forfeited. Iteould 
not be the intention of the Government to give up 
the right to the whole of the goods. The meaning 
of the provision, he thought, must certainly be per- 
verted, by substituting the word ** with’’ in place 
of ** without.’’ The English law contained a pro- 
vision that when goods were undervalued without 
the intention to commita fraud, the goods might 
be seized and the valuation paid; and, in attempt- 
ing to follow that as a model, he supposed they 
must have produced the confusion which here ex- 
isted, by using the expression ‘ with intention to 
defraud the revenue,’’ instead of * without the 
intention,’ &c. As it stood, it was clearly repug- 
nant and contradictory to other prov isions of law. 
But, as he had said, he was not solicitous about 
amendments; he was opposed to the whole meas- 
ure, and to every part of it; and he wanted no 
mixed or divided responsibility about it. He 
wanted the friends of this bill, if they were de- 
termined to pass it, to pass it in such shape as 
suited themselves, and take the whole responsi- 
bility. He wanted to have no hand in it. He 
wanted no Whig mark or dot upOngit, from one 
end of the bill to the other. He did not intend 
even to go into a discussion of the questions in- 
volved in this bill, either as to the destruction of 
the system of affording protection to American 
labor, or as to the decrease of the revenue at atime 
when the utmost amount that could be obtained 
was required by the Government. He did not 
intend to go into these subjects; they were in the 
hands of those who were more competent to do 
them justice. He had only to say, that if gentle- 
men on the other side were determined to pull 
down this great fabric by which American indus- 
try was fostered and sustained—if they were de- 
termined to pull it down upon their own heads, 
they had, no doubt, the streneth to do it, as Samson 
had to pull down the temple of the Philistines; and 
the result would be the same to them as it was to 
Samson. These were considerations for gentle- 
men on the other side, and he was willing to leave 
them to their consideration. The whole thing was 
wrong, from beginning to end; yet he was so re- 
luctant to put his hand to it, that he did not know 
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that he would vote even for this amendment. He 


wanted to have nothing to do with the bill, except | 


the plain unequivocal act of opposition. He neither 
wished to patch it, nor to incur any responsibility 
in regard to it. ' 

Mr. LEWIS said they were very willing on his 
side of the Chamber to take all the responsibility. 
The two sections which had just been so much 
the subject of animadversion had been faithfully 
copied from English statutes. A more tyrannical 
code of laws than those which existed in this 
country in relation to the custom-house, he be- 
lieved, had never been enacted. The law was 
most severe and oppressive against importers. 
Believing that the fate of the bill, in a great meas- 
ure, depended upon keeping it precisely as it was, 
he was utterly « pposed to all amendments. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER differed with the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts in one particular. If the 
Senator would take the trouble to examine the 
Enelish acts in relation to the customs, he would 
ind that the forfeiture of all the goods took place 
only where the importer had sworn falsely to the 
valuation. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him whether, if a certain offence 
were described, and an act passed imposing a cer- 
tain penalty, whether by forfeiture or otherwise, 
and another act were passed purporting to cover 
the whole ground, and enacting a penalty, either 
in personam or by pecuniary mulet, the first act 
was not abrogated by the latter? 

Mr. PENNYBACKER. This section enacts 
a pe nalty against the person who attempts to foist 
upon the custom-house a false invoice. It does 
not propose to declare it a criminal offence. The 
construction given to it by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts is not the rope r one, 

Mr. WEBSTER. I ask the Senator to read 
the last part of the seventeenth section of the ex- 
isting law. He will find that the same offence is 
there provided for. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER read the clanse, and 
continued to contend that the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts had not civen it the proper construction. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said that, what- 
ever doubt there might have been as to the pur- 
poses of this law, he thought it was apparent now 
that it had been submitted precisely in the form 
in which it was intended that it should be; for he 
took for granted that the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance understood the purposes of those who 
prepared the bill. The object of the provision 
which was now the subject of the proposed amend- 
ment was, according to the honorable Senator 
from Alabama, to get rid of the tyrannical pro- 
visions to be found in the whole system of the 
revenue laws. But he was quite sure that the hon- 
orable Senator had not attended to the phraseology 
of the section, because he thought that honorable 
Senator would be the last man in the Senate to say 
that there was anything tyrannical in declaring 
that no frauds should be committed upon the rev- 
enue of the United States. The error into which 
the Senator had fallen was in supposing that there 
was any analogy between this clause and the pro- 
visions of the act of 3d and 4th William 4th. He 
was sure the honorable chairman must see that 
this clause had nothing to do with false valuation. 

Mr. BENTON. I did not wish to vote upon 
any clause of amendment to this bill. I intend to 
vote for it on the single ground of overturning the 
act of 1842. I did not wish to go into the business 
of amendment. Amendment implies the exercise 
of judgment, consideration, and deliberation; and 


the time and circumstances do not admit of these | 


requisites of legislation. I hope there will be no 


more motions to amend; but, this motion being | 


made, I am forced to vote upon it, and must give 
my reasons for the vote. The motion is to strike 
out the sections which authorize the Government 
to constitute itself the purchaser of the importation. 
This is not a new question to me; it is not the first 
time I have thought or talked about it. At least 
six months ago, in a conversation with the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives, [Mr. McKay,] I men- 
tioned the British practice of taking the importa- 
tion at the invoice price, as an objection to the ad 
valorem system. I objected to the system, and 
mentioned this identical practice of the British 
Government as an incident of the system, and one 
not suitable to the genius of our Government, or 
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Britain it was found, upon experience, that 
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lorems, even to the limited extent there used, were 


so subject to fraud, and to frauds which could yor 
be proved, that it was necessary to have recurs. 
in addition to all other penalties, to the extraord(. 
nary remedy of converting the Government into a 
merchant, and taking the goods on its own account 

Sut it was not in the case of flagrant frayd—ps 
proveable frand—but in an equivocal case—a case 
where fraud could be established in a court of jus- 
tice. In that case, the Government, shutting jr 
eyes upon the ‘fraud, but willing to deprive the 
fraudulent importer of his undue gains, treats him 
as an honest man—takes his, goods at his oy n 
price—and allows him the usual mercantile profit 
of ten percent. This is fair and intelligible, and 
our act was evidently intended to be copied from 
it. It was evidently intended to make the Ameri- 
can act conformable to the British act, but with a 
total misconception of the British act. Our bil] 
differs from the British in being applicable to frau- 
dulent, instead of innocent importations; and jt 
differs from it in not giving the importer his fair 
mercantile profit. In this our bill is contradictory 
and incomprehensible. The British take the goods 
and pay the price, and add ten per cent. profit, on 
the ground of an innocent undervaluation; in the 
case of a fraudulent importation, the importer js 
punished by the loss of his goods and other penal- 
ties; and this has been the case from the time of 
the patriarchs to the present day. Fraud was 
never before rewarded, except by this bill. T un- 
dertake to say it is the first bill which rewards 
fraud which has been seen in the annals of human 
legislation. The section in our bill, therefore, 
differs from the British in the great feature of ap- 
plication to fraudulent importations; it also differs 
from it in the measure of per centum allowed to the 
importer. The British act allows ten per cent., 
because that is the usual English profit on a fuir 
importation. They therefore take the importer’s 
goods at his own price, and at the established 
profit. That is treating him asa fair merchant, 
and carrying out the idea of the act. But our act 
allows only five per cent., and that not only differ- 
ent from the British act, but from the reason of it, 
and, in fact, is founded in no reason. Five per 
cent. is not our mercantile profit, but about twelve- 
and-a-half. If, therefore, the importation is con- 
sidered fair, as in Great Britain, the usual profit, 
in addition to the price, should be paid. But our 
bill goes upon the idea of fraud. It is for intention 
to defraud that the goods may be taken for Gov- 
ernment use. And now, upon what principle can 


—of 


| five per cent., or any per cent., be given on a fraud? 


By all our custom-house laws—by the laws of the 
world, from the time of the patriarchs to the pres- 
ent day—fraud is a crime punishable by fines and 
forfeitures; by no human legislation was fraud 
ever before rewarded. This bill gives back the 
whole amount of the fraud, and then gives five per 
cent. profit on that amount! This 1s incompre- 
hensible—inconsequential—preposterous. — It can 
only result from copying the substance of the Brit- 
ish act without understanding it; and then, think- 
ing ten per cent. rather a high premium on fraud, 
our bill reduces it to five. Why, sir, in the case 
of fraud, the British system forfeits the whole im- 
portation: and that is reasonable, and so have our 
acts always done. Our laws always forfeit for 
fraud, but this act rewards! 

And now, upon what principle can our bill pro- 
pose to give five per cent.? Only upon the prin- 
ciple of an honest importation can anything be 
allowed, and then it should be the usual promt, a8 
in Great Britain. But, as a profit, five per cent. 
is a robbery of the merchant: it defrauds him out 
of seven-and-a-half per cent. As a fraudulent 1m- 
portation, as the bill declares it to be, it is a pre- 
mium on fraud; it is an encouragement to crime- 
It is a vice and folly in legislation, of which there 
is no example in the annals of human legislation. 
But if it was a copy of the British act, I should 
still be opposed to it. The British Parliament can 
do what we cannot: it is omnipotent—we are lim- 
ited. It may take the subject’s property in what 
cases it pleases, and pay him for it. I go upon 





_ the ground of paying his price and profits. Ve 
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can only take the citizen’s property In a specfiied 
case—that of its necessity to the public service, 4s 
a piece of ground fora fort. We then take the 
property, and make compensatio aS. 
But this is not a case of that kind. This isa 


perhaps consistent with our Constitution. In Great |! dry-goods and grocery business, not to save the 
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We take the goods to sell them, pocketing the 
profits above five per cent. Have we any such 
wer? Ifa merchant has made a good importa- 
tion, have we a right to take it from him, under 
the plea that he purchased too as and sell his 
good bargain for our own profit? know of no 
such power; and if we had it, I should be against 
its exercise, as unsuitable to our Government, de- 
grading to It, and ending in loss to it. Twenty 
years ago, When the vision of dazzling wealth 
presented itself to the imagination of our Con- 
gress from leasing lead mines and salt springs, 
I wok occasion to say that this Government was 
not created to be a salt-water boiler, ora lead mine 
digger, or to be the landlord of miners and boilers. 
[ said further, that if it went into the business, it 
would be cheated. Well, we have made the trial; 
and twenty year’s experience has shown that I was 
right. We now know that we are cheated every 
year out of our wits, and, worse than that, we 
have to pay some twenty thousand dollars a year 
over and above, out of the treasury, for being 
cheated. 

I say the same now of this dry-goods and gro- 
cery business. If the Government of the United 
States goes into the dry-goods line, or the grocery 
line, or the hardware line, or the crockery-ware 
jine, or haberdasher’s line, it will be cheated. The 
bad importation$s will be put upon it; and, when 
the invoice price is paid, and the five per cent. on 
the invoice paid, and the auction fees paid, and the 
losses and damaged articles deducted, and the du- 
ties lost, instead of profits, the poor United States 
will find themselves about as they now are in the 
lead mine and salt-water business—getting money 


out of the treasury to pay losses. But another ob- 


jection rises up against it. Our bill goes upon fraud, | 


and takes the goods for frauds. It is not a pur- 


chase, like the British act, from a fair importer, or | 


one who could not be convicted of fraud, but it is 
a forfeiture of the goods for fraud. The importer 
is to be convicted and stigmatized for fraud before 
his goods can be taken. And how convicted? By 
ajury? Like a freeman, in a country of law and 
right? Not at all. But upon the opinion of the 
appraisers. It is the opinion of the appraisers 
which is to convict him of a crime, stigmatize his 
name, and deprive him of his property. 
opinion of the appraisers; for although the act adds 
the opinion of the collector and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, yet everybody knows that the collector 
and Secretary will take the opinion of the apprais- 
ers, and will not appraise over again, and perhaps 
would know nothing about it if they did. But 


even if they did, what then? They are nota jury, | 


trying the case in court, as every man has a right 
to be tried, before he is convicted of an infamous 
crime, and deprived of his property. They are not 
atribunal by which an American citizen is to be 
tried. The omnipotent British Parliament might 
do it, but our Congress cannot do it. But the 
British Parliament has not done it. It imputes no 
crime to the importer of whose goods it constitutes 
uself the purchaser, and gives him his own price, 
and the usual profit. We have gone further than 
the British Parliament, when we have no right to 
goas far. We have no right to constitute ourselves 
the purchaser of a citizen’s property, even at his 
own price, and the addition of the current profit. 
We have no right to do this, even as a fair busi- 
hess transaction, as the British act supposes it to 
be, much less to convict a citizen of fraud without 
judge or jury, take his goods, and pay him less 
than half the current profit. We cannot do these 


things; and this bill is the first in the history of || cised by the Secretary only in cases of fraudulent | 


our legislation in which we have attempted it. 
Verily, we live in strange times, when such novel- 
ues are brought forward. I will vote for this 
amendment, but I hope it will be the last one 
— 1 hope we will vote at once upon the 
Dil. 


_If we were able to act up to the elevation of our 


circumstances, and act like statesmen in perfecting | 
a bill, 1 should be glad to go into it, and contribute || 


my labors to make a good bill. But we are not 
able so to act, and I am not willing to be a ma- 


chine, and to appear like perfecting and maturing || 


& bill which is not to be changed or altered. We 
find ourselves in extraordinary circumstances—in 
& conjuncture which does not often occur. 


three divisions of the legislative power there is ac- 
cord on the leading character of a tariff. The Pres- | 
ident and a majority of each House of Congress 


THE 


I say the | 


In all | 


tariff. But a revenue tariff is not a genus without 
a species. It may have many species; and judg- 
ment, reason, knowledge, By seco delibera- 
tion, may all be requisite to decide which species of 
the genus should be adopted. 

I repeat: if we were able to act up to the eleva- 
tion of the fortunate circumstances in which the 
party now finds itself, and could act like legislators, 
I should feel proud to bring all the contribution of 
my knowledge and industry to perfecting the details 
ofa bill. But weare notable to act up to that ele- 
vation, and I have no notion of being worked as a 
machine. I can vote for the bill as overturning the 
act of 1842, and wish to give but that vote alone. 
I am ready to give that vote, and hope I shall be 
spared from voting on further propositions of 
amendment. 

Mr. McDUFFIE then rose and said: 

Mr. Presipent: I very much regret the neces- 
sity of protracting this discussion. I believe that 
the nature and purposes of this clause of the bill are 
entirely misapprehended on both sides of the Cham- 
ber. The Senator from Missouri takes a view of 
it totally opposite to that taken on the other side of 
the House. So far from re rarding it as a clause in- 
tended to favor the importer and to facilitate fraud, 
he regards it as a very oppressive act, scarcely jus- 
tifiable by the Constitution of the United States, 
Now, Mr. President, I think the Senator from Ken- 
tucky is altogether mistaken, when he supposes this 
clause was intended to apply to cases of underval- 
uation, with intent to defraud the revenue; and I 
think that my friend from Missouri will perceive 
that there is nothing unconstitutional, oppressive, 
or unusual in the clause. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky supposed that in cases of this kind, where 
undervaluation was made with the view of defraud- 
ing the treasury, the goods should be forfeited al- 
together. That is not provided in the act of 1842. 

| But if it were so, surely my friend from Missouri 
could not regard this as a harsh law, which, ina 
, case of defrauding the revenue, instead of forfeiting 
the goods altogether, simply leaves the matter to 
|| the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury if 
|| he thinks proper to take the goods at the valuation, 
and five per cent., | suppose, to pay the cost of im- 
portation. It is clearly a law intended to give an 
additional remedy against frauds upon the revenue: 
a remedy not at all harsh when applied in cases of 
fraud with evil intent, but possibly harsh if applied 
in other cases where fraud was not intended. But, 
Mr. President, I come to the point raised on the 
other side of the House. Does this ninth section 
repeal any clause of any law that is not repugnant 
to it? The act of 1842 contains a clause providing 
for forfeiture in cases of false invoices. Does this 
clause repeal that? Does it repeal that clause 
which provides for the punishment of false swear- 
ing? Not at all. There is not one single clause 
in the law of 1842 repealed by this section. Itdoes 
not pass upon the same subjects. There is no 
clause of the act of 1842 like it. What is it? 
| [Reads the 8th section.] Now, let me ask the 
|| Senator from Massachusetts, suppose the Secretary 
|| of the Treasury should not see proper to proceed 


| in the case, would the treasury be still left unpro- 
| tected? This isa case left to the discretion of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, and can repeal no other 
| law whatever. It is not *‘shall do so.’’ Itisdis- 
cretionary altogether. And it is one of the most 
\| effective laws that can be conceived. In case of 
|| undervaluation, without dishonest intent, it might 
|| be very severe, but for such cases there is proper 
| provision made, and the power would be exer- 


|| intent. 
Mr. JARNAGIN said he must be permitted to 


| Say a Single word in reference to this bill, which 


| had lain in the Treasury Department or elsewhere | 


| in a state of incubation for about six months, and 
| on the sixth day of July had made its appearance 
|| in the Senate still unfledged. He could scarcel 

| tell to what species or to what genus it belonged. 

If this bill were destined to become a law by any 
| accidental circumstance, he appealed to every Sen- 
|| ator present if it was not his right as well as his 
duty so to change it as to make it acceptable to 
|| the country? What were they about todo? To 


| 


| imperative re: so to change or modify the bill 
that it would be 


i amount of evil. And he was not to be told that 


‘| unsettle the whole business pursuits of the coun- | 
try. Under such circumstances he felt it to be his || 


productive of the least possible | 
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existence of the Government, but to make money. || are against the tariff of 1842; they are for a revenue 
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they had no time to do it; that the Senate had not 
time to deliberate. It was no fault of his that they 
had so little time. He took no part of the blame; 
none at all. And now, for the mere purpose of 
accomplishing one great object, for the mere pur- 
pose of carrying through an Administration meas- 
ure, they were to approve, without consideration, 
a bill that was not expected to stand, even if it 
became a law by adventitious circumstances. He 
entered his solemn protest against the passage of a 
law which required to be propped and splintered 
by subsequent legislation so as to enable it to stand. 
He was acting in this matter, it was true, under 
instructions, and instructions which he did not 
intend to disobey; but those instructions did not 
compel him to vote for this bill in so imperfect a 
state. Hewould consider it the most unfortunate 
circumstance of his life if he were to be compelled 
by a majority of that body to support a measure 
which his deliberate judgment disapproved. He 
was not surprised that gentlemen should tender 
their resignation, and leave that Chamber—ay, 
and leave it forever. But he had only risen to say 
a single word. He intended no remarks upon the 
course of any Senator except hisown. He could 
not vote for minimum and specific duties; that was 
the principle involved in his instructions. They 
were engaged in a war, obliged to borrow money, 
and to issue treasury notes, and not one friend of 
the bill had been heard to say that he believed it 
would produce as much revenue as the act of 1842. 
Was it not competent, then, to change the bill so 
as to make it less objectionable? He was pre- 

vared to vote for all proper amendments that might 
be offered to effect this object. 

Mr. TURNEY said he did not intend to inflict 
upon the Senate a speech; but his colleague had 
alluded to the instructions of their State Legisla- 
ture; and he would remark, that, as far as the 
principle embraced in those instructions was con- 
cerned, he agreed perfectly with his colleague that 
those principles should, as far as his vote was 
concerned, be carried out. That principle was the 
abolishment of all specific and minimum duties, 
‘They were instructed also to go for a revenue 
standard of duties. Now, whether this bill was 
calculated to provide a rate of duties which should 
be called a revenue standard, he was unable to 
say. He relied entirely upon the estimates of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, who had assured them 
that it would produce a sufficiency of revenue. 
He would not say that this was precisely such a 
bill as he would have preferred, but his Legisla- 
ture had relieved him from the trouble of determi- 
ning, and therefore he had no hesitation in giving 
it his support. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that it was not his 
intention to enter into the details of the bill. He 
wished to test the views of the Senate on the great 
wrinciples of the bill itself. If in its great and 
dian features it waséo remain as it now stood, 
he should care very little as to its minor details. 
He considered the bill as so destructive and ruin- 
ous in its character on all the great interests of the 
country, that it must be altered entirely before it 
could receive the least approbation from him. If 
he should set out to amend it, there was nothing 
to amend by. He was called upon by the friends 
of the bill to say what guards he would ee 
to place round the collection of the duties as here 
specified. ‘That was a task which pertained to the 
authors of the bill. Mr. C. was opposed to it 
as a whole; he felt little interest in its details, or 
in the fate of the pending amendment. To test 
the sense of the Senate on the merits of the bill, 
he would now offer an amendment: 

“To commit the bill to the Committee on Finance, with 


instructions to restore the specific duties prescribed by the 
act of the 30th of August, 1642.”” 


If this first should fail, he should then offer the 


| following: 


| 


«¢ That the bill be committed to the Committee on Finance 


| with instructions to remove the new duties imposed by sai 


bill in all cases where any foreign raw material is taxed 
to the prejudice of any mechanic or manufacturer, so that 
no other or bigher duty shall be collected on any such raw 
material than is provided bv the act of 30th Angust, 1c42. 


| And further, so to regulate all the duties imposed by this 
| bill as to raise a revenue sufficient for the exigencies of the 


country.” 

Mr. C. said he had been an attentive listener 
during this whole debate—a debate which had now, 
he believed, been continued for a week, and had 
turned chiefly on the question of substituung a gen- 
eral ad valorem principle for the specific duties in 
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a 2 
the present law. He was well satisfied with the 


arrument on that subject which had been made by 
his friends, 
it, but was willing to rest the case on those argu- 
ments. Before he said a word about minor alter- 
ations in the bill, he must know the sense of the 
Senate on both the motions he had prepared; for it 
must be evident, that if either of them should be 
adopted, the whole character of the measure must 
be changed. When that question was settled, he 
should then decide whether it was worth while to 
interest in the details of the bill. He con- 
king that the question might be taken 
by yeas and nays 

The first resoiution having been re 

Mr. JARNAGIN produced and read the in- 
structions of the Legislature of Tennessee, under 
elt bound to act; and, 


onflicted 


take any 
cluded by a 


Milewe 
tne 


with those In- 
trained to vote arainst 


which he 
| 


this resolution directly « 


rtructions, he should be con 


rt. 
Mr. CALIIOUN said he was very glad the 
tor from Delaware had made this motion; it 
was a perfectly fair one, and it brought up the 


question whether the tariff of 1842 should or should 
‘The great objection to that tariff was 
directed against the minimums 
Should the motion of the 
ator succer d, its effect must be to leave the pres nt 
law untouched. 

Mr. JARNAGIN now took the fl Or, a d went 
ech which he delivered from very full 
notes, and in which he discussed at length his 
yections to the bill, and urged strenuous ly the duty 
In conform- 
ity to his instructions, he should go for ad valorem 

, and against both minimums and specific 
duties; but, while he held himself bound to go 
thus far in obedience to his Legislature, he con- 

dered himself at full liberty to use his utmost 
exertions to set the bill amended so as to render it 
as little injurious as possible to the business and 
interests of the country. 
obliged in the end to vote for the principle advo- 
cated by the friends of the bill; but he was not 
therefore under obligation to vote for any and 
every bill which contained those principles. He 
contended that there was ample time to make 
many important amendments. ‘The bill as it stood 
suited nobody; its own friends admitted it to be 
very defective. Why not then amend it? An 
attempt to amend it would not hazard the safety 
of the bill; for all who would vote for it now would 
vote for it in an amended shape, especially as the 
amendments would proceed from a committee in 
which there was a majority of the friends of the bill. 

A long colloquy here teok place between Messrs, 
TURNEY and JARNAGIN as to the true mean- 
ing of the instructions they had both received from 
their Legislature—Mr. 'T'wrney insisting that in 
private conversations they had agreed that the bill 
as it now stood conformed to those instructions, 
and that they had agreed to vote for it; Mr. Jar- 
NAGIN insisting that his instructions went only to 


el 
ul 


not stand. 


. . 
and the specific 


« 


duties. honorable Sen- 


into a 8! 
ob- 


of changing many of its provisions, 


dutues 


and specifies, and left him at fuil liberty, in all 
other respects, to object to the features of the bill, 
and get them amended if he could. These expla- 
nations were of a personal nature, and involved 
references to the state of poli y in Tennessee, and 
the protraction of them was strongly objected to 
from various quarters, as being w holly ‘irregular 
and out of ord r. 

In the course of them Mr. Turney referred to a 
rumor which was whispered in the Senate that it 
was intended by the opponents of the bill to pro- 
tract the debate until the vacancy created by the 
resiqnauon of Mr. Liay woop should be filled. 

Mir. MANGUM rose in his place and denied 
that there was any truth in such arumor. There 
was no such purpose entertained in any quarter; 
and, if there had been, the thing was impractica- 
ble. The Governor of North Carolina was absent 
from the seatof government. He must return and 
convene his council before he could fill the vacancy, 
and to do this and to bring the representative here 
would occupy at least twenty days, long before 
which trme the fate of the bill would have been 
decided in the Senate. 

‘The question was here taken on Mr. Ciayron’s 
first resoluuion, in these words: 

‘To commit the bIH to the Committee on Finance, with 
instructions to restore the specific duties prescribed by the 
act of wie JOth of August, 1842." 


He should not undertake to add to | 


terms of 


He should feel himself 


e principle of ad valorems and against minimums | 


And it was rejected by the following vote: 


YEAS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- 
ley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and 
W oodbridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Brieht, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Col- 
quitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Jarna- 
gin, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, 
Sevier, Speight, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—29. 

And the second resolution having been read as 
follows: 

“That the bill be committed to the Committee on Finance, 
with instructions to remove the new duties imposed by said 
bill in all cases where any foreign raw material is taxed to 
the prejudice of any mechanic or manufacturer, so that no 
other or higher duty shall be collected on any such raw ma- 
terial than is provided by the act of 30th of August, 1842. 
And further so to regulate all the duties imposed by this 
bill asto raise a revenue sufficient for the exigencies of the 
country.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER inquired from Mr. Ciayron fur- 
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ther information as to the meaning and effect of | 


the resolution. 

Mr. CLAYTON briefly explained; after which 

Mr. R. JOHNSON called for a division of the 
question, and it was divided accordingly, so as to 
be put first on that part of the resolution which 
read as follows: 

“That the billbe committed to the Committee on Finance, 
with instructions to remove the new duties imposed by said 
bill in all cases where any foreign raw material is taxed to 
the prejudice of any mechanic or manufacturer, so that no 
other or higher duty shall be collected on any such raw 
material than is provided by the act of the 30th of August, 
1842 ;°? 
and then on the residue of the resolution; and it 
was so divided accordingly; and the question being 
on the first part of the resolution— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, he was not positive 


whether he should or should not vote for the pres- | 


ent resolution, after the Senate had rejected the 
former, which was of so much greater importance, 
The present resolution would operate on a class 
of articles which were comparatively of little con- 
He felt a reluctance to vote for this 
after the Senate had rejected the other, because he 
was against the bill altogether. It was such a bill 
that no amendment in its details would secure his 
approbation or favor. Instead of voting on any 
amendment, he preferred that the friends and op- 
ponents of the bill should now at once come up 
face to face and front to front. [Strong expres- 
sions of approbation on the Democratic side of 
the Chamber. ] 

Mr. C. said he did not want to make the bill any 
better; he was oppose d to it altogether—opposed 


seque nee, 


to iton the principle, because it refused to the labor | 


of the country that protection to which it*was fair- 
ly and wiselwentitled. He was not going to be- 
friend the bill by making it a little better anda 
little better; he was for bringing it at once to judg- 


ment with all its sins upon its head, and let it | 


receive that condign doom which it so richly merit- 
ed. Mr. C.’s conviction that the bill ought not 
to pass was so clear and so decided that it forced 
him to believe that the bill would not. [Much 
laughter.] He did not, to be sure, exactly see 
how it was to be defeated; yet, in a case so flagrant, 
he trusted that Providence would furnish a way. 
He did not want to adopt the course of stifling the 
bill in the committee. If they sent it there, it 


would come back upon them with all speed, per- | 


haps ina more specious form, but none the less 
deadly. ‘To whom were they to send it? To the 
very committee who had brought this measure 
into the Senate. They would find some way of 
getting round the instructions so as to comply with 
them in form, but defeat their purpose; they would 


sugar the dose which they sent to him to be swal- | 


lowed, but in no form or shape would he ever 
swallow it. He had always thought the true 
battle of the friends of the present law was to 
meet their adversaries boldly front to front. 
[Acclamations on the opposite side: ‘ That’s 
the course;”’ ** Come on, let us get the vote.’’} 
Mr. C. said such a spectacle as the country ex- 
hibited the world had never seen. The country 


was in a state of happy prosperity and in profound 


The Administration had made a war that 
they might get back the peace. After getting it 


peace. 
t 


into a war which required all the resources we 
could raise, they reduced duties to increase the 
revenue. They had been digging vaults and cel- 
lars, putting on locks and bars to keep the hard 
cash of the treasury, and yet they were passing a 


Had any na 


bill to issue floods of paper money. 


July 27, 


| tion, since the foundation of the world, witness, d 


management like this? We had peace, and then 
we went to spending millions to conquer a peave 
We first put all our money into strong boxes, and 
locked up all the specie, and then issued tre 


: asury 
drafts and treasury notes without end. 


. s] J 
Gentlemen 


here were working most diligently to fulfil the 
decrees of the Baltimore Convention, while they 


utterly disregarded the petitions and memorials 6¢ 
the people. Then we had great disputes a: 
the faithful as to what was promised at Baltimore 
and what was not promised. All these qui stiong 
about free trade and sub-treasury, Oregon, &e. 
were but so many empty barrels, which had heey 
set afloat on the stream of the late presidential 
election. They had answered that purpose, and 
now, for God’s sake, let gentlemen throw them 
overboard. As for the sub-treasury, he believed 
that was overboard already. Let gentlemen throw 
the rest after it, and then set themselves dilizently 
to do the public business and go home. ‘ 

As to this amendment, as his friend from Dela- 
ware had introduced it, he might, out of court: sy, 


none 
5 


‘ consent to vote for it; but, if it should pass, what 


, manufactures. 


would the committee do? They would only turn 
over the bill, and put a little new color on it, so as 
to make it a little more like God’s truth, and then 
we should have it back again. 

Mr. LEWIS, chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, said that, as one of the members of that 
committee, he wished to understand what this re- 
solution really meant; for it seemed to him quite 
unintelligible. The object, if he comprehended it, 
was to take the duty imposed by the bill off of all 
articles of raw material. Ifso, he supposed hemp 
was one; and he took it for granted the gentleman 
meant that the committee must reduce the duty on 
hemp. Was wool another? He supposed they 
must reduce the duty on wool; and, if so, how 
much? 

Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON said he thought 
there could be no great difficulty in understanding 
what his resolution meant. The law of 1842 im- 
posed specific duties on those imported articles 
which constituted the raw materials of American 
The chairman of the committee 
would have nothing to do but to consult the act of 
1842, and see what those articles were. If he 
found any of them at present free of duty, the reso- 
lution required him to leave them free of duty; if 
he found any of them under a moderate duty, then 
the resolution required him to report the same duty 
in the present bill. ; 

And now a word or two as to what had been 
said by his friend from Kentucky. If any gentle- 
man took it for granted that Mr. C. meant that all 


' who voted for this resolution of instructions would 


| be so amended, he was greatly mistaken. 


of course be bound to vote for the bill if it should 
Mr. C. 
considered no gentleman under any such pledge. 
No man was bound to vote for a bill like this be- 
cause the committee should obey the instructious 
by making some slight alterations in it. If those 
instructions should be honestly and fully carried 
out, the result would be found utterly hostile to 
the wishes and notions of all the gentlemen on the 
other side of the Chamber, and all the doctrines of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. There was no 
doubt of that. He presumed that must be evident 
to every man. He did not propose the resolution 
as a peace-offering; gentlemen might vote upon it 
as they pleased. Mr. C. offered it that he might 
show his hand, and that the world might see he 
had made at least an efort to save the interests of 
the mechanics and the manufacturers. If those 
instructions should be carried out, while the raw 
material was admitted free, or under a light duty, 
the amount of revenue required by the Government 
would have to be raised on the articles in the bill; 
but if the committee, evading the instructions, 
should. send back to the Senate a mere brutum ful- 
men, all those who voted honestly for the instruc- 
tions would of course vote against the bill and kill 
it. He assured his friend from Kentucky that 
neither he nor any other man could by possibility 


| be more hostile to the bill than Mr. C. was, and 


he freely admitted that one of the primary objects 
he had in view in offering these resolutions of 10- 
structions had been to defeat the bill. That, and 
that alone, was his object. He was anxious to 
destroy it, and should rejoice to see it dead. 

Loud cries for the question. The question was 
thereupon put by the Chair, and decided, by yeas 


| and nays, as follows: 
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uc Juan M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
y+" Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, John- 
ver"; Louisiana, Johuson fof Maryland, Mangum, Miller, 
fo shead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, Up- 
. ~ Webster, and Woodbridge—2s8. _ 
baw V's Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
py, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Col- 
vi pickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lew- 
eM Duftie, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, 
Turn y, Westcou, and Yulee—27. 

go the first portion of the resolution was agreed 
wo. The question on the latter part of the resolu- 
von was then put and carried by precisely the 
same yole. : et 

And then, on motion of Mr. BREESE, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, July 27, 1846. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

The SPEAKER announced the special order of 
the day to be the bill in relation to the warehousing 
sysiem. a ‘ . 

“Mr, GILES moved that the consideration thereof 
be postponed until Wednesday next. _ 

Mr. COBB was understood to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. 


THE CO 


yEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- , 


McCLELLAND,] Whether he was willing now to_ 


carry out the intimation given the other day—that 
the bill should be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and made the 
special order (say) for Wednesday next. 

“Mr. MeCLELLAND said he would now make 


that motion. 


“Mr. WINTHROP presumed (he said) that the 
motion submitted by the gentleman from Michigan, 
(Mr. McCLeLianp,] embraced the proposition to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would be so 
nut to the House. 
~ And the question having been taken, and decided 
in the affirmative, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and made the 
special order of the day for Wednesday next. 

THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 
“Mr. GILES offered a resolution providing that 
all debate in Gommittee of the Whee on the state 
of the Union, on the bill making appropriations for 
certain defensive works, should terminate this day 
at one o'clock. 


Mr.8. ADAMS moved an amendment, substi- | 


tuting twelve o’clock for one. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
And the resolution, thus amended, was adopted. 
Mr..G. DAVIS asked leave to offer the follow- 
ig resolution; which was read for information: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to 
communicate to this House any orders, instruc- 
uons, or communication, from the War Depart- 
ment, to Jonathan D. Stevenson, instructing or 


authorizing him to raise a regiment or any num- | 


ber of men, to be attached to the army of the Uni- 
ted States; and that the President be further re- 
quested to inform the House to what country and 


service he intends to order the men or force so | 


raised, or to be raised, whether they are to be sol- 
diers or colonists, or both, and, if colonists, in 
What country it is the purpose of the President to 
plant the colony. 

Mr. HOGE objected. 

Mr. McK AY suggested that the information 
talled for had already been communicated to the 
Senate, 

Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked the yeas and nays thereon; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, 


Buffington, Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, 
John G. Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett 


Davis, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Gri- |) 


der, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, Samuel 
D. Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, 
Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Long, McGaughey, McHenry, 


Mclivaine, Milter, Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, | 


Julius Rockwell, Runk, Sawyer, Seaman, Severance, Tru- 


man Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, | 


Sohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson 
etal ance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Winthrop, an 
oung—60. 

) NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- 

hoc pigss, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
inkerhott, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Reuben Chap- 





gan, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ells- 
worth, Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 

Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Hoge, George 8. Houston, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, James H. Johnson, 

Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea- 

| born Jones, Kaufman, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, La Sere, 
McClean, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, Joseph J. 
McDowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Par- 
rish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rath- 
bun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas 
Smith, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, 
and Woodward—e6. 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON asked leave to in- 
troduce the following resolution; which was read 
for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed 
to take into immediate consideration the propriety, 
if not the absolute necessity, of at once requiring 
the Postmaster General to reéstablish or continue 
the line of four-horse post-coaches from Blounts- 
ville to Knoxville, in the State of Tennessee, which 
has, from some forty years’ standing, been reduced 
by the department in the recent letting of contracts 
to a one-horse mail; and that the said committee 
do further inquire into the expediency of continu- 
ing the line of four-horse coaches for conveying the 
United States mail from Knoxville to the city of 
Nashville, the seat of government of the State of 
Tennessee; and that said committee report the 
result of their inquiries to this House before the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress. 

Objection having been made, : 

Mr. J. moved a suspension of the rules. 

And the question being taken, and two-thirds 
| not voting in.the affirmative, the rules were not 
suspended, and the resolution was not received. 

On motion of Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, and 
by general consent, the House took up the bill on 
the Speaker’s table, (heretofore informally laid 
aside,) entitled ** A bill to provide for the adjust- 
ment of all suspended preémption land claims in 
the several States and Territories.’ 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

DEFENSIVE WORKS. 

On motion of Mr. HOGE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Bropueap, of Pennsylvania, in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for certain defensive 
| works of the United States for the fiscal year end- 

ing the 30th day of June, 1846. , 

Mr. TIBBATTS modified the substitute hereto- 
fore offered by him, so as to read as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
| sert: 

“That of the sums of money appropriated by the act en- 
titled «An act making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions of the United States for the year ending on the 30th 
June, 1847,’ approved May 15, 1846, (exeept the sum appro- 
priated for the armament of fortifications,) exceeding $12,- 
009; one-half shall be expended during the present fiscal 
year, and the other half during the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1849.” 

Mr. ASHMUN was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee at length. He stated his 
intention to vote for all the appropriations con- 
tained in the bill, and was willing at all times, but 
especially at this particular conjunction in our 
affairs, to vote the largest appropriations for the 
defence of the country. 

He then passed into an examination of the causes 
| and objects of the Mexican war, and into a vindi- 
| cation of his own course in relation to it. The 

causes, he contended, were to be found in the un 

necessary acts of the Executive in sending troops 

to that region of country which had become the 

theatre of the war, in the movement of the army 
‘from Corpus Christi to the banks of the Rio 
Grande, an order which was given without the 
| sanction of Congress, and without the existence of 
any necessity which could justify it. 

The objects of the war, as developed by recent 
circumstances, especially by the correspondence 


| than D. Stevenson (whom Mr. A. designated as a 
| political, not a military adventurer,) he contended 

were conquest and colonization. Mr. A. argued 
\| these positions at length, citing, in support thereof, 
|| portions of the correspondence heretofore publish- 


man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Daniel, Dar- |, ed, the editorial articles from the Union, &c. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


between the War Department and Colonel Jona- | 


1 14 5 


Mr. A. presented a statement of appropriations 
made since the meeting of Congress, which (in- 
cluding the amount of ordinary appropriations) 
presented an aggregate of fifty-one million three 
hundred and forty-five thousand five hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. This statement had been care- 
fully prepared and examined, so as to obviate any 
errors In the results. 

Mr. McKAY briefly stated the grounds of his 
opposition to this bill. The sum of $1,145,000 
had already been appropriated by Congress during 


the present session for the continuation of fortifi- 
cations now In progress. This was a much larger 
sum than was usually appropriated, the amount 
last year being only S800 000, and the year before 
$500,000. This larze amount of appropriations, 
it was well known, was made at this session on 
account of the existing state of our foreign rela- 
tions; there being, at that time, well-crounded an- 
prehensions of a war with Great Britain. Instead 
of appropriating more money, he wes prepared to 
direct, in lieu of it, a suspension of the expendi- 
ture of a part of the $1,145,000 already autho- 
rized. 

In advancing another reason why he went 
against this bill, he referred to the report of the 
board of distinguished military officers, appointed 
in 1816, for the purpose of projecting a system of 
national defences, of which General Bernard, a 
distinguished French officer, was at the head; and 
which report, revised, was embodied in a report of 
a board of officers of which Colonel Totten was 
chief—in which the defensive works of the coun- 
try were classified according to their importance, 
and most of the works provided for in this bill 
were placed in the lowest class. 

Mr. GILES. Where is Baltimore in that clas- 
sification ? 

Mr. McKAY. 
the first class. 

He admitted that this classification had been 
broken over in the legislation of Congress, but 
always to the manifest detriment of the public 
interests. Heopposed, under these cireumsiances, 

| the commencing of new works involving largely 
increased expenditures, in addition to the millions 
of dollars required to complete works already com- 
menced., 

Mr. HARALSON suggested to Mr. McK. that 
there was not now a solitary fortification upon the 
whole coast of Georgia. 

Some conversation ensued between these two 
gentlemen on that point, Mr. McK. dissenting, as 
was understood, from the statement of Mr. H. 

With reference to the item for the purchase of 
defensive works on Staten Island, he suggested 
that the title had already been transferred to the 
United States, and read from a law of New York 
of 1807, bearing on this point. 

Mr. SEAMAN interposed, and said that ese 
lands, or a portion of them, had been purchased 
by New York since that time. 

Mr. McKAY admitted there was some dispute 


I admit Baltimore is placed in 


with reference to that matter, and said he was, 


willing to authorize the sale of Fort Gansevoort, 
which had now become useless, and the applica- 

, tion of the proceeds to the purchase of the defen- 
sive works of New York on Staten Island. 

In conclusion, he stated that the appropriations 
made at this session would be upwards of fifty 
million of dollars, which were absolutely necessa- 
ry to enable the Government to carry on the Mex- 
ican war, and to meet the ordinary current expenses 
of the Government. Would they, when they had 
authorized the President to borrow money by the 
issue of treasury notes, and when a tax on tea 
and coffee was deemed to be necessary to meet 
present appropriations and expenditures, were they 
prepared to go on and authorize additional ex- 
penditures of millions? He trusted all the friends 
of the Administration would take ground against 
them, and he appealed also to his Whig friends to 
stay the progress of this extravagance. 

Mr. BURT thought it did not very well become 
his friend who had just taken his seat, at the close 
of the session, after the extraordinary agency he 
had had in incurring expenditures, to be reading 
to this committee a lecture about economy. He 
held that honorable gentleman responsible for every 
dollar of those appropriations for fortifications, 
to which he had called the attention of the House 

| All these schemes by which money had been ex- 
|| pended owed their paternity to him; and Mr. B. 
| charged him at his peril to see that we have the 
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ft 
means of defraying these expenditures; It was || 


not.his (Mr. B.’s) business. 

But when we find the country involved in a 
war—when we find that our Department of War— 
that the Engineer Department—had received for 
two Congresses eve ry appropriation contained in 
this bill, he asked that gentleman with what pro- 
priety he could stand up in this House and make 
his appeal against them on the ground of the re- 
commendation of a board of officers convened some 
years since, especially when the identical head of 
the engineer department and other officers had, 
since that tme, recommended these very appro- 
pri itions* 

Mr. B. briefly glanced at the several items con- 
tnined ‘in the bill, urging their importance respect- 
ively, and declaring that there were no other points 
inthe United States which so indispensably re- 
quired appropriations for defensive works. 

With reference to the grant by New York in 
1807, of the site of defensive workson Staten Island, 
he referred to the fact that the condition on which 
the erant was based—viz: the erection of defensive 
wor} had not been compli d with; thus, on all 
grounds of law and equity, rendering the grant null 
and void, 

Mr. SEAMAN occupied the remaining minute 
and a halfin reading from a former appropriation 
act. in which was recognised the want of title on 
the part of the United States to this site on Staten 
Island. 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the commit- 
ter proceeded to vote, 

The amendment of Mr. E. B. Hotmes (hereto- 
fore published) making an appropriation for de- 
fensive works at the mouth of the Genesee river, 
was rejected. 

‘The amendments of Messrs. Huncerrorp and 
GProNNELL (heretofore published ) were rejected, 

A number of other amendments, proposing ap- 
propriations for local objects, and many of which 
had been heretofore proposed to the ee neral fortit- 
cation bill, were offered and rejected. 

Amendments were offered by Messrs. McCLEL- 
LAND, BROCKENBROUGH, ATKINSON, 
BiIGGs, D. P. KING, DE MOTT, and WENT- 
WORTHL. 

An amendment, by Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
authorizing the President to take steps for the set- 
tlement of the title to the Pea Patch Island, was, 
by ayes 79, noes 42, agreed to. 

“The question now recurred on the modified sub- 
stitute of Mr. Treparrs. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to amend the substitute 
by applying a similar limitation to the river and 
harbor bill. 

Mr. TIBBATTS raised the point of order on 
the amendment. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order. 

Mr. BURT also made the point of order on the 
substitute of Mr. Trsnatrs. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, 

Mr. BURT appealed. 

Some conversation followed. 

The question on the appeal was taken, and, by 
ayes 61, noes 68, the decision of the Chair was 
overruled. 

So the substitute of Mr. Tipnattrs was declared 
to be out of order, and the amendment of Mr. 
Liamur thereto fell with it. 

Mr. MeKAY offered the following substitute 
for the bill, which was rejected: 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
dispose of the site and materials of old fort Gansevoort, and 


to apply the proceeds of the sale to the purchase, from the 
State of New York, of the defensive works on Stateu Island, 


together with the land bought by said State for the site of 


said works; and if the proceeds of said sale shall not be 
sufficient for the purchase, then as much money in addition 
to the proceeds as may be necessary to complete the same 
be, and is hereby appropriated. 4nd be tt further enacted, 
That the President be authorized to take such steps as he 
may deem advisable for adjusting the title to Pea Patch 
Island; and should the same be found to be adverse to the 
United States, that he cause the value to be ascertained by 
arbitration, according to the agreement entered into between 
the Secretary of War, and the agent of the claimant, and 
report the same to Congress. 


The committee then rose and reported the bill and 
amendment to the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, 

And the main question (first on the amendment, 
and then on ordering the bill to a third reading) was 
ordered to be now taken. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the bill be laid | 


on the table. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked the yeas and nays; " 


which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 


VYEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Biggs, James 


Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cullom, Cunningham, Dobbin, 
Dockery, Dromgoole, Erdman, Faran, Fries, Garvin, Har- 
manson, Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Hunter, James 
H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, 
Leake, Lumpkin, McClean, Joseph J. McDowell, James 
Mc Dowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Norris, Owen, 
Parrish, Perrill, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Ritter, 
Roberts, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Thomasson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wick, Williams, Wood- 
ward, and Yost—6l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Brinkerhotff, Brocken- 
brough, Brodhead, W. G. Brown, Buflington, Burt, William 
W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G, Chapman, 
Chipman, Collin, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Dargan, 
Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dixon, Douglass, Edsall, Ellsworth, 
John H. Ewing, Edwin H, Ewing, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Haralson, Harper, Hil- 
hard, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas Butler King, Law- 
renee, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, Long, Maclay, MeClelland, 
McConnell, MeGaughey, McHenry, Melvaine, John P. 
Martin, Miller, Moseley, Payne, Perry, Pollock, Rathbun, 
Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Runk, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 
R. Smith, Stanton, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, 

tenjamin Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, White, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Wright, and 
Young—100. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 


The question then recurred on concurring in the 
amendment authorizing the President to take such 
steps as he may deem advisable for the adjustment 
of the title to the Pea Patch Island, and if found 
adverse to the United States, to cause the value to 
be ascertained by arbitration, &c. 

Mr.G. 8. HOUSTON and Mr. RATHBUN de- 
manded the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 


Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Brod- 
head, Buffington, Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cobb, Collin, Cran 
ston, Crozier, Culver, Cunningham, Garrett Davis, De Mott, 
Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, John 
H. Ewing, Foot, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, 
Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, 
Sanv’l D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Joseph 
Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler 
King, Lewis, Long, Maclay, MeClelland, James McDow- 
cll, MeGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, McKay, Miller, 
Morris, Moseley, Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, John A. 
Rockwell, Runk, Sawtelle, Schenck, Severance, Alexander 
PD. Sims, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, St. 
John, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, 
James Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, White, Winthrop, Wright, Young, and Yost—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
tiggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Brocken- 
brough, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Chase, Clarke, 
Cullom, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Haral- 
son, Harmanson, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, George 8S. Hous- 
ton, Edmund W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, James 
H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, 
Leake, Ligon, Lumpkin, MeClernand, MeConnell, Joseph 
J. Me Dowell, Barkley Martin, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, 





Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rob- | 


erts, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, Simp- 


son, Thomas Smith, Stanton, [Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, | 


Tredway, Wick, and Woodward—f®2. 

So the amendment was agreed to, 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading; and, 
having been read a third time by its title, and the 
question being on the passage, 


Mr. GILES demanded the previous question; | 


which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. S. JONES and G. W. JONES asked the 


yeas and nays thereon; which were ordered. 


And the question, ** Shall this bill pass ?’’ was | 


taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Ander- 
son, Arnold, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Blanchard, Brinker- 


not, Brodhead, Buffington, Burt, William W. Campbell, | 


John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Collin, Cran- 
ston, Crozier, Culver, Dargan, Garrett Davis, De Mott, 
Dixon, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Foster, Giles, 


Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Har- | 


alson, Harper, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D. 


Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Charles | 


J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, 
Preston King, Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, Lewis, 


Levin, Ligon, Long, Maclay, McClelland, McGaughey, Mc- | 
Henry, Mélivaine, Miller, Moseley, Perry, Pollock, Ram- || 


sey, John A. Rockwell, Runk, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seaman, 
Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stanton, Stephens, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, 


'} Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 





| Clarke, Cobb, Cunningham, Dobbin, Dockery, 


| Tredway, Wick, and Williams—61. 


Suly 27, 








Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Winthrop, Wood Wins 
ruff, Woodworth, Wright, and Yost—95. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Fomes 


Black, Bowlin, Cathcart, Augustus A, Chapman, A. 


Chass : 
. : 5 a’. Petes Dronigoole 
Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Harmanson aoe 


Hopkins, George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard. j 

B. Hunt, Hunter, J. H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Ay “8 . 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaur, — 
Leake, Lumpkin, McConnell, Joseph J. MeDow: 1 as 
McDowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Norris. ¢ yy 
Parrish, Payne, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Reife Rin _ 
Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, ? = 
H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, 1 


James 


Onard 


OWhs, 


So the bill was passed in the following form— 
to wit: 
A BILL making appropriations for certain defensive wo = 
of the United States for the fiseal year ending the thirticm 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty <j. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprecentat 
of the United States of America in Congress assem); Ty 
the following sums be, and they are hereby, appropriat 
to be paid out of any unappropriated money in the treasury 
for the preservation, repair, and construction of eer, 
fortifications, for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth q 
June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven : 

For the purchase from the State of New York of the a, 
fensive works on Staten [sland, together with the lay d 
bought by the State for the site of said works, with all t) 
material on and about them, and for repairs of said wo 
when the title of the State of New York shall haye n 
extinguished, one hundred thousand dollars: Provided, Thay 
the Executive be, and he is hereby, authorized to disposs if 
the site and materials of old Fort Gansevoort, and to apply 
the proceeds of such sale to the repair of the works on s ti 
ten Island; : 

For the commencement of batteries on Soller’s Point flats, 
below Baltimore, thirty thousand dollars ; 

For the commencement of a fort at the entrance to Cum- 
berland Sound, Georgia, twenty thousand dollars ; 

For the commencement of a fort on the east side of 
Dauphin Island, Mobile Bay, Alabama, twenty thousayd 
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| dollars. 


And be it further enacted, That the President be autho 
rized to take such steps as he may deem advisable for ad 
justing the title to Pea Patch Island; and should the same 
be found to be adverse to the United States, that he caus 
the value to be ascertained by arbitration, according to the 
agreement entered into between the Secretary of War and 
the agent of the claimant, and report the same to Congress, 


Mr. KING of Georgia moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and demanded the previous question; 
under the operation of which the House refused 
to reconsider the vote. 


RATES OF POSTAGE. 
On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House re- 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Reiw of North Carolina 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 
of the following bill: 


A BILL to amend the act approved the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-five, entitled ‘An act to re- 
duce the rates of postage, to limit the use, and prevent the 
abuse, of the franking privilege, and for the prevention 
of frauds upon the revenues of the Post Office Depart- 
ment.”” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following rates of postage be charged upon all letters 
and packets conveyed in the mail of the United States—to 
wit: 

For every letter or packet weighing one-quarter of an 


| ounce or less, conveyed three hundred miles or less, five 


cents; 

And for any distance over three hundred miles, and less 
than six hundred miles, ten cents ; 

And for any distance over six hundred miles, fifteen 
cents 5 . 

And for every additional quarter of an ounce, or fraction 


| less than the quarter of an ounce, an additional postage, ex 
| cept where a letter is written on a single sheet of paper 


weighing over one-quarter of an ounce and less than one- 
half an ounce, when the same shall be charged with the 
single postage: Provided, That the rate of fifteen cents 
shall be discontinued from and after the first of July, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-eight, if, in the opinion of the Post- 
master General, the revenues of the department will equal 
its expenditures; and in that case, ten cents shall be the 


| rate of postage for all distances over three hundred miles; 


For every letter, newspaper, or other written or printed 


| matter deposited in a post office for delivery, without trans- 
| portation, two cents ; 


For every advertised letter, the additional expense for 


| printing shall be charged: Provided, That the same shall in 


no case exceed two cents: 4nd provided also, That no let- 


| ter which has been refused by the person to whom itis ad- 


dressed shall be advertised, and shall be treated as a dead 
letter. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
charged for each and every newspaper conveyed in the 
mails for the publishers thereof, and sent to subscribers of 
persons regularly engaged in vending the same for the pub- 
lishers, for the first one hundred miles, one cent; : 

And for any distance over one hundred miles, two cents; 

And for each and every newspaper sent by others than 
the publishers thereof, and to others than subscribers, and 
for every handbill, advertisement, or circular, printed or 
lithographed, or any other printed or lithographed matter, 
sent through the mails without being sealed, there shall be 
charged and paid at the time of the delivery of the same into 
the post office, and before the same is sent in the mails, two 
cents ; 
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yr other printed or lithographed matter, containing |, Ounce or less, conveyed 300 miles or less, five cents’?— 
cular. ¢ 


ng, marks, OF signs on the same, by which intelli- 
o ae or may be conveyed, other than the address, or 
genes shall be deposited in the office sealed, shall be rated 
- jetter postage; at fi aa 
Te pamphlets, periodicals or magazines, for any distance 
For Paving one hundred miles, one cent per sheet; and | 
. wey distance over one hundred miles, two cents per | 
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3. And be it further enacted, Thata newspaper shall 
n to be one sheet o! printed matter, containing intel- | 
of passing events, of not more than nineteen hun- 
ad superficial square inches; and all other publications 
ars d or lithographed, or engraved, folded, stitched, or 
jae chall be taken to be a pamphlet, magazine, or peri- 
¢ one "and rated with postage as such; and that the distan- | 
oa fe mentioned in the preceding sections of this bill, shall 
te * timated by the route over which letters, newspapers, 
ke, are actually transported in the mails ; and that from and 
vier the first day of January, eighteen hundred and forty- 
at n. the postages on all printed matter passing through 
ne mail shall be prepaid at the office in which the same is 
syosited, and before the same shall be transmitted by mail. 
vec. 4. ond be it further enacted, That, in lieu of the com- 
missions now allowed by law to deputy postmasters, the | 
postinaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow 
excl postmaster such commissions as shall be adequate to 
pis services and expenses, not exceeding the following rates 
on the amount received in any one year, or the due propor- 
tion of such rates for any period less than a year, to wit: 

On a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, forty per | 
centum 5 5 

Onasum over one hundred dollars and not exceeding 
four hundred dollars, thirty per centum ; 

On a sum over four hundred dollars and not exceeding 
two thousand four hundred dollars, twenty-five per centum 5 

On any sum over two thousand four hundred dollars, 
twelve percentum; = 

And ou all suns arising from the postage on newspapers, 
magazines, and pamphlets, filty per centum ; 

And on the amount of postage on letters and packets re- 
ceived for distribution, seven per centum: Provided, That 
ai] allowances, commissions, and other emoluments, shall 
be subject to the provisions of the forty-first section of the 
act passed the third of March, eighteen hundred and forty- 
five, and that the annual compensation therein limited shall 
be computed for the fiscal year commencing on the first of 
July and ending on the thirtieth of June; and that for any 
period less than a year, the restrictions contained in said 
section shall be held to apply, in due proportion, for such 
fractional period; and that the several deputy postmasters, 
from and after the passage of this act, shall have the privi- 
lege of receiving through the mails free any letter or packet, 
notexceeding two ounces in weight, addressed to them, and 
also one daily paper or its equivalent; and may send free 
through the mails any letter or packet on the business of their 
respective offices, or of the Post Office Department. 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That the sixth section of 
the act of the third March, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
which this is intended to amend, shall be, and the same‘is 
hereby, repealed, and, in lieu of the money directed by it to 
be paid to the Post Office Department from the contingent | 
funds allowed the officers entitled to the franking privilege, 
there shall be paid quarterly from the treasury of the United 
States, to the Post Office Department, seventy-five thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the privilege of 
franking shall, in future, be allowed to the several officers 
who were entitled to the same prior to the passage of the 
act of the third of March, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
subject to the following restrictions, to wit: That said privi- 
lege shall be allowed to the Vice President and members | 
of the two Houses of Congress for thirty days before the 
commencement of Congress, after their respective elections, 
and be allowed during their continuance in office, and for 
thirty days after the expiration of their commissions, and to | 
all other officers entitled to the privilege the same shall | 
commence and cease with their commissions: Provided, 
That this restriction shall not be construed to apply to | 
Presidents, ex-Presidents, or the widows of ex-Presidents 
Madison and Harrison; and during such time, the aforesaid 
oflicers of the Government may receive free through the | 
mails any letter or packet addressed to them not exceeding | 
two Ounces in weight, any newspaper or other printed 
matter not exceeding four ounces in weight, and any doc- | 
wnent printed by the order of either House of Congress not 
exceeding three pounds in weight: Provided. That no bound | 
book shall be regarded as a public document, or be trans- || 
missible in the mails; and may send through the mails free 
any letter or packet, not exceeding two ounces in weight, 
on the business of their respective offices; any newspaper 
orother printed matter not exceeding two ouncesin weight, 
and any document printed by order of either Honse of Con- || 
gress, not exceeding three pounds weight. || 

Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, That, upon the trial of || 
any person or persons charged with a violation of the post || 
office laws, no person or persons shall be excused from giv- 
lng evidence in behalf of the United States upon any pre- || 
text or excuse that, in so doing, the person called to testify || 
may criminate himself as being a party, or in any manner 
connected with the commission of the offence: Provided, || 

hat nothing said or done by such person, as a witness, shall | 
ever afterwards be used against him for any participation or 


connexion which he may have had with the commission of 
said offence, 


d 


up by sections. 


Mr. McCLELLAND moved to strike out the | 
seventh, eighth, and ninth lines, as follows: 


“And for any distance over 300 miles, and less than 600 
miles, ten cents. 


“And for any distance over 600 miles, fifteen cents.” 





‘ion, by striking out from the following item, to wit: 


| FAR: 


| 
The bill having been read through, was taken || 


The words following: 
* Conveyed 300 miles or less.”’ 


And also to amend by striking out the following | 
words: 


* And for any distance over 300 hundred miles, and less 


than 600 miles, ten cents. 


* And for any distance over 600 miles, fifteen cents.’ 
And to insert the following: 
“For every letter or package weighing a quarter of an 


| ounce or less, for any disiauce, five cents.” 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF. This is not ad valo- 


rem. 


Mr. DOUGLASS said that he believed if the 


change contemplated by this amendment should be 
made, the Post Office Department would be able to 
support itself. 
best system that could be adopted, would be to 
make postage uniform throughout the Union. <A 
fair trial would, he doubted not, amply jusut'y this 
assertion, 


He believed that the simplest and 


He would also move an amendment making the 


other provisions of the bill conform to that he had 
proposed. 
whenever a letter should be on one sheet of paper, 
and weigh over a quarter of an ounce or less than 
half an ounce, then the letter should be charged 
ouly five cents. 


He would retain the provision that 


Mr. HOPKINS hoped the gentleman from Illi- 


nois would not press his amendment, unul an 
amendment he was instructed to bring forward 
from the Committee on the Post Oflice and Post 
Roads, which would be to strike out the proposed 
rate of 15 cents from the bill, was oilered, leaving 
the present rates of 5 and 10 cents. 
passed, the expected increase of revenue was to 
result from the decrease of weight in the single let- 
ter—the bill reducing it from one-half ounce to 
one-quarter ounce. He appealed to his friend 


lt the biil 


from Illinois not to press his amendment at this 


time. Mr. H. estimated that the result of such an 


enactment would be to create a deficiency in the 
revenues of the department of more than a million 
of dollars, and this on the hypothesis of an in- 
crease of correspondence of 10U per cent. 

He referred to the deficiency of revenue under 
the existing law, which he said might be fairly es- 


| umated at very nearly $1,000,000; although, trom 


savings in the lettings of contracts effected by the 
Postmaster General, it would be reduced to some- 
thing like $540,000. Were gentlemen, in the face 
of these facts, prepared to go for a further reduc- 
tion, thus throwing the department as a charge on 
the treasury, at a ume when it was so illy able to 
sustain it? 

Remarking that he did not intend to debute this 
question at all, it being a subject with which all 


' gentlemen were familiar, he proceeded briefly to 


explain and detend the provisions of the bill, and 
of amendments which he intended to offer, yield- 
ing, in the course of his remarks, for explanation 
or inquiry, to Messrs. JACOB ‘THOMPSON, 
UN, MeCLELLAND, and WOOD. 

Mr. ‘THOMASSON (a member of the Post 
Office Committee) opposed the bill, particularly on 
the grounds of its oppressive operation on the com- 
merce of the West and the postage-payers of the 


|| western country, and advocated ‘a uniform rate 


for all distances at five cents. Judging from the 
greater increase of letters at the rate of five cents, 
than of those at ten cents, he was safe in saying, 


| thatif one uniform rate of five cents was estav- 


lished, the department could sustain itself in less 
than one year. He advocated a provision making 


| postage free to our soldiers in the army of the 
| United States. 


He gave notice of a substitute for the bill, and 
enforced its provisions. 

Mr. OWEN said if the vote was pressed on the 
amendment making a uniform rate at five cents and 
quarter ounce weight for the single letter, he should 


| vote for it. Yet there were strong reasons for de- 


laying it ayear ortwo. And he thought he might 
say the Postmaster General was of opinion that in 


opinion that the deficiency would not be great even 
it adopted now. He expressed himself in favor of 


| the principle of pre-payment, and of free postage 
| to the soldiers of our army on the other side of the 


Rio Grande, and briefly gave some other general 


| views. 


| 

1 

. Mr. DOUGLASS moved to amend the said sec- || 
i 


Mr. FARAN advocated cheap postages on the 
same principle that he did low duties—on the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





eee 


ground that it conferred the greatest benefits on 


the greatest number. He was in favor of free 
postages to the army during war; of pre-payment; 


of reducing the weight to quarter ounce; and of 
other modifications (which he mentioned) in the 
present law. 


Mr. STANTON gave notice of an amendment, 


' which he should offer when in order. 


Mr. GORDON obtained the floor, and yielded to 


his colleague, 


Mr. HOUGH, who caused to be read a substi- 


tute for the entire bill, which he intended to offer 
when in order, 


Mr. GORDON resumed the floor; but, it being 


contested by Mr. Cutrman, on a division on a 
point of order, no quorum voted. 


The committee rose and reported that fact. 
THE MADISON PAPERS. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the bill here- 


tofore reported from the select committee, provi- 
ding for the publication of the Madison papers, 
be made the special order for to-morrow. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON felt constrained, he 


said, to object. 


A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
DROMGOOLE and Mr. PETTIT, as to the pa- 


pers included in the contemplated publication. 


After which, no quorum being present, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, July 28, 1846. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Pistate; 
which was read, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. A. also, from the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, who, by resolution of the Senate, were in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the criminal laws of the United States over the 


| Indian country, reported a bill for that purpose; 


which was read, and passed to the second reading. 
Mr. A. gave notice that he would, at the earliest 
moment after the bill had been printed and laid 
upon the tables of the Senate, ask its considera- 
tion. The committee had come to the conclusion 
that the provisions of the bill would be the best 
calculated of anything to put an end to the frequent 
murders in the Indian country. The report accom- 
panying the bill was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ,sPENNYBACKER, from the Committee 


of Claims, reported back, without amendment, the 


bill for the relief Hobson Johns. 


RESIGNATION OF MR. HAYWOOD. 

Mr. BENTON rose and said: 

I rise to ask the indulgence of the Senate to 
make a remark upon an occurrence of yesterday, 
which a slight delay in arriving at my seat pre- 
vented me from making at the time it happened. 
I allude to the resignation of Mr. Senator Hay- 
wood, read to the Senate yesterday morning at 
the opening of the session, a few minutes before 
I came into the chamber. Ll ask the indulgence of 
the Senate to say now what I should have said 


| then, if I had been present. 


[** Leave, leave,”’ ‘* proceed,”? from various 


| parts of the Chamber. } 


I have to say, then, that I was cognizant of all 
the motives and feelings which actuated Mr. Hay- 
wood from the beginning to the ending of the cir- 


; cumstances which led to this painful occurrence. 


He was absent from the city when the bil! which 
has occasioned his resignation came up from the 
House of Representatives. On his return to the 
city, and within a few minutes after his appear- 


| ance in this Chamber, he called me aside to let me 


know that he had insuperable objections to the 
bill, and desired to talk it over with myself and 
other friends, with a view to amend it into a form 
which would enable him to support it. To the 


| Senator from New York, who sits on my right, 
| [Mr. Dix,] he said the same thing at the same 


| time; and ended with asking to sce us Both at my 
| a year or two we might adoptit. Mr. O. was of | r 


| house that evening. Of course, we met as request- 
And the first section being under consideration, || 


‘ed. It is needless to detail what passed: a-general 


statement will be sufficient as the basis and justifi- 


| cation of the opinions and sentiments which I pro- 


Ti 


pose to express. Mr. Haywood went over the 


grounds of his objection to the bill, and declared 

|| the impossibility of his voting for it unless essen- 

tially amended. I agreed with him in his objec- 

tions—I mean objections generally, both to the 
* 
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bill, and to the mode and manner of getting it up, 


and getting it through—but objected to all attempts 
to amend it, for such reasons as [ had the honor to 
expose to the Senate on yesterday; and stated my 
own determination to vote for it, objectionable as I 
held it to be, as the means of putting an end to the 
act of 1842. Tle reiterated the impossibility of 
voting for it; and from that moment, the question 
with him was, between a motion to postpone the 


time for the bill to take effect, or resignation. I 


let him know that I could not vote for the post- | 


ponement, and thought he ought not to resign, but 
do as his frends did who thought as poorly of the 
bili as he did, but who would vote for it as a 
means of putting an end to the act of 1842. From 
this time, which was fortnicht aro, until 


within two hours before his resignation, our com- 


near a 
munications on the subject.were freque nt, and in- 
I have made this : 
Mr. Pre ident, for the purpose of showl ° 
that | know ithe motives and feelines—that | have 
L opportunity of knowing 


} ' } 
deed almost daily. 


ment 


eneral state- 


the ive 


t! e fee line 


the motives and 
h the Senator from North 
olved on his re 


under whi 
Carolma re rnation, and have a 


right to bear te timony to the purity, the patriot- 
ism, and the elevation of sentiment under which 
that Senator acted. He resigned to avoid a vote 


avainat the bill. Ile re 


tion that hi res 


igned with a full convic- 
vrmtsnn } Pin -—— 
nation would not affect the fat 


of the bill—th either with, or with- 


it it would pa 


out his presence; and that his withdrawal would, 
in fact, facilitate its passage. ‘These I know to 
have been the motives and feelings under which he 
Al ted; and I di charee a d ity sacre d to personal 


and political friendship—sacred to private and pub- 


this opp irtunity, on this ele- 
vated floor, to bear witnes 
f { sense of 


lie worth—in taking 


; to the noble and exalt- 
honor and duty under which my hon- 
orable friend has ceased to be a member of this 
body. ‘This is what [ have to say in relation to 
the motives and feelings of Mr. Haywood, and of 
his hich and honoral 


le purpose, in the act of resiz- 


natn, W hich aconscientuous sense of duty Impose d | 


upon him. Further than this the occasion, as it 


1 have 
But I look to our- 
—which has to rerret the loss 
ts most intelli 


concerns him, would not re quire me to go. 


paid the debt of justice to him. 


“ves Ss Senate 


t 
ot one ot 1 


ent, courteous, and avree- 
able members—I look to the 


| 
country, the whole 
Union, 


3; the loss of a Senator 
who could expand his views to the wide expanse 
of the entire Union when 


which has to witne 


its honor and its inter- 
stake—and | turn to myself, and have 
to lament the loss of a personal friend, of heredi- 


ests were al 


tary friendship through generations, whose society | 


is pleasant to me—the loss of a political friend, 
whose aid and counsel has often 
and uy 


been serviceable 


to me ion Whose future 


aid and counsel I 
had largely counted in assisting me to discharge 
my duty to my country in the arduous circum- 
stances in which she is now placed. 

Mr. MANGUM said he was very much grati- 
fied that the Senator from Missouri had thought 
proper to advert to this matter, He was the more 
89, inasmuch as the orean of the Government, in 
this city, had assailed Mr. Haywood’s public and 
private character with such a degree of ferocity, 
and, in his yadgment, so unjustly, that he thought 
every liberal Senator would stand forward and 
sustain and commend what every one must ac- 
knowledge to be the perfect purity and disinterest- 
edness of his course in regard to the subject which 
was the occasion of his resignation. No man in 
the State of North Carolina, perhaps, differed more 
widely than himself from the late Senator in politi- 
cal sentiment; that difference had long existed, and 
was likely to continue; but political considerations 
could never be permitted to interfere, so far as he 
was concerned, with feelings of personal respect 
for a gentleman whose honor and probity were un- 
contaminated and entirely above suspicion, though 
assailed in the unworthy manner which they had 
witnessed in the Government paper in this city. 
Without adverting to the wisdom or judiciousness 
of the course adopted by his late colleague, he was 
satisfied that he had acted upon the best considera- 
tion, and upon his honest conception of what was 
due to himself and to the country as a patriotic 
citizen; and he felt that it was due to him that this 
expression should be made public, in contraven- 
tion of the insidious slanders which were propa- 
gated by the Government paper; and that the State 
of which he was so able a representative should 
not be deceived by any false representations. 

2 





Mr. M. further felt that it was due to the good |! 
old North State that her public servants here should | 
be vindicated against aspersions touching purity | 
and fidelity in office—aspersions unknown in that | 
State, from the period of her colonial history, as 
affecting either the judicial ermine or legislative in- 
tegrity. Errors both she and her servants may 
have fallen into, but the tongue of slander had 
never hitherto alleged personal corruption, within 
his knowledge, of any of her public servants, 
whether in legislative or judicial capacity. Her 
character had been uniformly marked with digni- 
fied moderation, as pure as it was unpretending; 
and he (Mr. M.) hoped, when he should close his 
eyes upon earth, that he might leave with the be- 
lief that her character was unspotted and unstained 
by those upon whom she had devolved high re- 
sponsibility, and that, for many and long years 
thereafter, she might preserve that perfect purity, 
far more precious than any false glare unaccom- 
pani d by virtue. 

Mr. Haywood acted, in regard to the subject 
under review, with the most perfect delicacy. He 
believed there was nota Whig in that body (if 
there was an exception, he hoped such of his 
frienda as might chance to constitute that excep- 
tion would indicate it now) who had any knowl- 
edge of Mr. Haywood’s purpose to resign, unless 


by inference, (for he seemed recently to be uneasy 
and unhappy;) and he knew also that, if Mr. Hay- 
wood had found that his vote could, have been 
made effectual for his country’s interest, he never 
would have abandoned his seat, but would have 
taken the responsibility of defeating the measure; 
but finding that his vote was not likely to be effec- 
tive, and that the result would be the same, rather 
than throw himself into conflict with his friends, 
he resigned his seat. In making up his mind to 
retire from the Senate, Mr. Haywood, he believed, 
had rested his determination, not on any influence 
which it might produce upon himself politically, 
but upon his conscientious convictions of right. 
He had determined, as a gentleman and a Christian, 
after having laid before his friends on his own side 
of the Chamber his convictions, and he believed 
he had had no consultation witha single Whig 
friend upon the subject. 

Sir, (continued Mr. M.) I do most cheerfully 
and cordially concur in the sentiments expressed 
by the honorable Senator from Missouri, that Mr. 
Haywood, in forming his purpose, was under the | 
influence of none other than considerations high, 
elevated, pure, and honorable. He (Mr. Hay- 
wood) might despise a rabid press—to abuse is its 
vocation. He might despise the servitors of power, 
and their vile, mercenary, and sycophantic follow- 
ers—the jackalls that would despoil the sanctuary 
of the grave, and exhume reputation to be offered 
in sacrifice, in burnt sacrifices, to the passions of 
their masters and corrupters—and repose upon the 
esteem of good and just and liberal men. 

Mr. M. felt sure that Mr. Haywood, at no period 
of his life, enjoyed more of the respect and consid- 
eration of liberal men of all parties in his native 
State than he has for the last several months, and 
does at the present moment. North Carolina will 
fee! justly proud that she is the venerable mother of 
three Democratic Senators who have recently ren- 
dered signal and distinguished service to the coun- 
try upon another great question—Oregon; and, co- 
6perating with the Whigs, saved the country from 
all the destructive horrors of a British war. [Mr. 
M. referred to his late collearue and the distin- 
guished Senators from Missouri and Mississippi. ] 
With the profoundest political difference upon the 
most of questions, he (Mr. M.) yet felt that his 
State had lost an able, vigilant, and faithful public 
servant, and he a colleazue entitled to his respect 
and kindly consideration—at all events to this 
naked act of justice to his integrity, purity, and 
perfect conscientiousness in this last act, his resig- 
nation, 

Mr. DIX said: 

Mr. Presipent: I rise to express my concur- 
rence in what the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Benton,] has said of the opinions expressed b 
Mr. Haywood in respect to the tariff bill before 
the Senate. About two weeks ago, Mr. Hay- 
wood, in an interview with the Senator from Mis- 
souri and myself, and in other conversations with | 
me, said that he could not vote for the bill, and 
that he might find himself in the embarrassing 
position of being compelled to resign his seat, or | 


GLOBE. 






him in respect to the propriety of his resio 


| As his friend, I said what it was proper os 
_ say to dissuade him from it. 


He acted on 8 
own judgment and his own responsibility jy ; 
performance of what he deemed a duty to hyims 
and the public; and it affords me pleasure to }, 
my testimony to the purity of the motives jy 
which he was actuated. In all my intercourse yi 
Mr. Haywood, on this occasion as on al! oth, 
I have been strongly impressed with the eleya 
of his character and the strict honor by which 
is governed, both in his private and his public ¢ = 
duct. 
Mr. NILES stated his full and entire conyic: 


Ss 


’ 
1 


° . m 
that the motives by which the late Senator fy, 
North Carolina had been actuated were not of : 
selfish character; and, as there must have | . 
some motive for taking the course he had tak, 
he was inclined to attribute that motive to gone 
other source. He believed that the severe castios. 


tion which had been dealt out to him, was po: 
much intended for the gentleman over whose back 
it was applied, as it was for others. What coy! 
not well be said directly to those who remained thy 

might be safely said to one who was now officially 
powerless. Other publications had been made 
through the same channel, containing the most false 
insinuations against Senators and others, repre. 
senting that capitalists and their agents were , 

ploying large sums of money for purposes of 
bribery and corruption. No one could doubt the 
purpose and intent of all these publications; 
purpose was neither more nor less than to destroy 
the freedom of action in Congress. He could dis. 
cover no other purpose; and, if it had come 
this, they were progressing rapidly to a state of 


sy) 





their 


things a little inconsistent, he thought, with fy 
and enlightened legislation. Where was the dif. 
ference betwixt the exercise of a power of this 
kind now attempted to be brought to bear upon the 
action of Senators, and that sort of influence 
arising from intimidation, which they were in- 
formed had, in other countries and in other times, 
in revolutionary times, controlled other great legis- 
lative bodies—the influence of combinations, of 
associations, formed to control, not by arguments 
but by threats and by instruments of death? 

Sir, said Mr. N., these are evil times. If we 
are not to be left free to act here on all questions, 
and especially upon those of the greatest magni- 
tude, especially upon those affecting most deeply 
the interests of our constituents, then our legisia- 
tion will neither receive nor deserve public conii- 
dence. What must be thought of a law that can 
find its way through Congress by means like these? 
What must be thought by the country when Sen- 
ators are overawed and controlled, when it is known 
that their votes are not the result of their judgment, 
but of these deleterious influences? Sir, | an 
eratified that this thing has been alluded to. Truly, 
we have fallen upon evil times; and, sir, when the 
history of these times shall come to be written, as 
written they must be, the pen of the historian will 
searcely be able to do them justice. For one, 
having taken some responsibility in regard to this 
matter, I have no fear as to what will be the public 
judgment upon my course. I do not allude to 
these things as affecting myself in the slightest de- 
gree. My opinions I am at all times ready to 
avow; and I am not to be turned from my course 
in the discharge of my duty by slanders or insinu- 
ations of any kind. If I had supposed that such 
a thing as this new tariff bill would ever have 
come here, I would have made an early move- 
ment against it; but I never supposed that sucha 
thing was probable, and therefore took no trou! le 
about it. i did not suppose it possible that a bill 
like that would ever reach this body. When 
came here, I met it as I believed it my duty 
meet it; and I can only say that I shall continue 
my hostility to it, and, whatever may be the isste, 
I shall console myself with the reflection that I 
have done what I could do to avert the evil which 
it must bring upon the country. 

Mr. BERRIEN said it was not his purpose 
express an opinion as to the wisdom of the course 
which the late Senator from North Carolina had 
thought proper to adopt in retiring from that body; 
that was a matter for his own judgment and dis 
cretion. He stood in no relation to that gentleman 
which authorized him to be consulted upon the 
subject, or which authorized him to offer advice. 
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separate from the majority of his political friends || But, looking at the course of that gentleman while 
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as ! 
, member of that body, during the period in which } 
they had served together, and looking at the sin- || 
gular spectacle which was presented to the Ameri- || 
ae people, of a ruthless assault made upon a || 
conator of the United States for fulfilling, according 
7 the convictions of his own judgment, the duties | 
which his situation imposed, he felt it to be his | 
duty (and he took great pleasure in fulfilling that 
duty) to express his own belief that, whatever | 
might have been the correctness or incorrectness of | 
the judgment of the Senator in determining upon | 
the course which he had pursued, he had been 
ectuated by a sincere conviction as to what his | 
juty as an honest man and a patriot required of 


“Mr. BAGBY rose and said: 

Mr. Presipent: I was not aware of what was 
assing here before I entered the Chamber, nor do 
= understand precisely how the resignation of 
a late Senator, the Hon. William H. Haywood, | 
from North Carolina, becomes the subject of re- 
mark in this body, of which he is, by his own 
voluntary act, no longer a member. But if the 
object is to bear testimony to the dignity and cour- 
tesy of his deportment, and the purity and eleva- 
tion of his character, public and private, I cheer- 
fully add the tribute of my approbation to all that has 
been or can be said. L have made it a rule through 
life, to endeavor to do justice to all men in public 
and private life. From this rule I cannot depart in 
ecase of the late Senator from North Carolina. 
is due to him, then, to say, that in repeated con- 
rsations within the last two weeks, he has in- 
rmed me that he was determined, unchangeably, 
ot to vote for the bill now under consideration, to 
culate the duty on imports, unless it was amend- | 
ed so as to postpone its operation until after the | 
4th of March next. He also stated his determi- 
pation to resign sooner than vote for the bill. In 
forming this determination, I saw the conflict 
through which he passed in separating himself 
from a great party to which I have no doubt of the 
depth and sincerity of his attachment, and to which 
he was an ornament, and discharging his duty 
upon a great measure according to the dictates of 
hisownconscience. In that conflict his conscience 
triumphed. It is proper to state that I differed 
totally from Mr. Haywood as to the propriety of 
the course he was about to pursue, and so inform- 
edhim. But he acted upon his own responsibili- 
ty to his God and his country. It is not my 
province, nor is it my purpose, to vindicate Mr. 
Haywood" from the imputations and aspersions 
that have been cast upon his motives for volunfa- 
rily retiring from one of the most honorable posi- 
tions in the world. His elevated patriotism, his 
pure and spotless character, are a sufficient shield 
and protection against all such assaults, In pur- 
suing a course which, in his judgment, was point- 
ed out by a solemn sense of duty, I have no doubt 
that Mr. Haywood was governed by motives 
worthy of a patriot, worthy of a man entertaining 
a high and scrupulous sense of honor, worthy of 
a Christian. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had never seen 
Mr. Haywood, nor had any acquaintance with | 
him, until they became associated in that body; 
and for a time, owing to trifling and slight cir- 
cumstances, he had rather conceived an aversion 
towards him. Since then, however, although | 
their intercourse had been slight, the conduct of | 
that gentleman had dissipated every prejudice | 
which he had entertained against him. He had | 
given abundant evidence that the ends he aimed at 
were those of patriotism, honesty, and integrity. | 
ln the discharge of his duties in the committee || 
over which he presided, he was scrupulous and || 
correct; so much so, that, unconciously and insen- 
sibly, he (Mr. C.) began to find himself (in 
common, he believed, with the other members of 


‘ 


t 
J 
\ 
‘ 
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upon any proposition emanatingfrom him, in full | 
confidence that the subject had been impartially 
considered. As to any impeachment of integrity 
on account of his resignation, nothing, it seemed 
to him, could be more preposterous. He had 
given the very highest evidences of integrity and 
purity: no man could entertain a doubt as to his 
litegrity. And, in common with gentlemen who 
had expressed their sentiments in regard to this 
matter, he united in the regret that an act, in itself 
80 high, so self-sacrificing—that gentlemen who | 
approved the act would not, perhaps, have done 
the same; an act which showed a high degree of 
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sensibility; an act by which he had sacrificed one 
of the proudest offices under our form of Govern- 
ment,—should+ be thus misrepresented: that he 
should be charged with desertion and loaded with 
opprobrium. It was a gross outrage, committed 
against a man of unblemished and unimpeachable 
integrity. 
Mr. ARCHER said it was to him a subject of 
some surprise that any Senator should deem it 
necessary to vindicate the character or the conduct 
of the late Senator from North Carolina. If his 
character for integrity and honesty of purpose had 
been doubted before, this very act would have im 
pressed it with the seal of the most perfect integ- 
rity and elevation. Like the honorable Senator 
who preceded him, he had felt no predilection in 
favor of the North Carolina Senator. On the con- 
trary, a prejudice had been impressed upon his 
mind which had not been wholly removed until 
two daysago. Thisactof resignation had afford- 


| ed the fullest and most conclusive testimony of his 


probity and integrity. It was not on account of 
his reputation that they ought to feel solicitude; 
that was far beyond the reach of detraction; but 
it was that a gentleman, standing deservedly high 
in the estimation of every one, should be assailed 
by such infamous attacks of a party press. It 


| was to this that the indignation of every patriotic 


man should be directed. What had the gentle- 
man done? Why, finding that his own liberal 
and enlightened views were to be thwarted and 
controlled by party domination, he resolved to 
disengage himself from the influence of party, and 
retire to the walks of private life; and for this he 
was assailed by gross vituperation and abuse. He 
repeated that no vindication was needed upon that 
floor, and he (Mr. A.) should think that he owed 
an apology to the Senate for offering a word on 
the subject, had he not been preceded by other 
gentlemen. He believed a year would not pass 


| away before all men of all parties would concur 


in rendering to that gentleman the highest degree 
of approbation. 
The subject was here dropped. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was committed the bill to modify the 
tariff, with instructions ** to remove the new duties 
‘imposed by said bill in all cases where any for- 
‘eign raw material is taxed to the prejudice of any 
‘mechanic or manufacturer, so that no other or 
‘higher duty shall be collected on any such raw 
‘material than is provided by the act of August 
‘30, 1842; and further, so to regulate all the duties 
‘imposed by this bill as to raise a revenue sufli- 
‘cient for the exigencies of the country,”’ reported 
back the bill, and asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the above instructions. 

Mr. EVANS then said: In the report made by 
the chairman of the Committee of Finance JI did 
not concur. I believe | am authorized to say that 
my honorable friend from Maryland [Mr. Jonn- 
son] did not concur in the report. And as in the 
committee I did not hear any reason for taking this 
course, | should be glad to hear it in the Senate. 
L should be very glad to know why it is that, after 
the Senate yesterday, by a majority of votes, and 
after full consideration and discussion, ordered 
this bill to the committee for a certain purpose, 
that committee have not complied with the order? 
Why they have not made the attempt to do so? 
Did they make any sort of effort to do so? Have 
they even unrolled the papers, to see whether it 
was in their ability to comply with the instruc- 
tions of the Senate? Unless | hear some stronger 
reason than that stated here this morning, I shall 


| vote against discharging the committee; and I hope 
| the committee will be required to perform the duty 
| assigned to them. 

the committee) placing the most perfect reliance |, 


Mr. LEWIS said: The instructions given to the 
| committee were so indefinite that it was impossi- 


ble to comply with them. Even if we had had the | 


| time necessary for their consideration, it would 
_ have been impossible for us to determine with any 


| degree of certainty as to what, for instance, is the || manufacturers! If my friend, the honorable chair- 


Mr. ARCHER. Did you try? 
Mr. LEWIS proceeded. Perhaps nothing would 
be more difficult to ascertain than whether such 
| and such articles constitute raw material. Iron, 
| hemp, and wool, are regarded as raw material. If 
| we reduce the duties on these articles, we set aside 
| the whole form of the bill. 


| ‘* raw materials” spoken of in the instructions. 
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A SENATOR, [on the Whig side:] Well, sup- 
pose you did? 

Mr. LEWIS. I think under these circumstances 
the committee are quite justified in making, as they 
do, a respectful report, asking to be diseharged 
from the consideration of the subject under the 
resolution of the Senator from Delaware. That 
gentleman himself avowed that he introduced the 
resolution for the purpose of defeating the bill. 
Now, if the bill is to be defeated, we call upon the 
Senate to take the responsibility, and not to make 
the committee, ex officio, bear it. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. The reason just offered 
by the chairman of the Committee of Finance does 
not appear to me at all satisfactory, 


Not speaking 
for the majority of the members of the committee, 
but for himself, the honorable gentleman asks to 
be discharged, because compliance with the in- 
structions would, he fears, defeat the bill: because 
they were intended, and are calculated to defeat 
the bill; because the whole torm of the bill will be 
changed. Now I should like to know—and I ask 
it with perfect respect to the honorable gentleman 
—what right have the committee to refuse to carry 
into effect the instructions of the Senate? What 
right have they to decline acting upon those in- 
structions, which the Senate thought proper to 
five, because, in the opinion of the committee, car- 
rying out those instructions is calculated to defeat 
the bill, by changing its whole character? ‘That 
is a case already decided. The Senate yesterday, 
after full discussion, decided that it was fit and 
proper that the bill should be so modified as to 
carry into effect the instructions contained in this 
amendment. The Senate, therefore, have already 
decided that if carrying into effect the instructions 
have the effect of changing the whole character of 
the bill, the whole character of the bill is to be 
changed; and we have nothing more to do than sin- 
cerely and honestly, to the best of our ability, to 
carry out the instructions under which we are act- 
ing. Well now, Mr. President, another reason 
assigned by the honorable chairman is, that the in- 
structions are indefinite in their nature, because it 
is impossible for the committee to ascertain what is 
a raw material, as that term is used in these instrue 
tions. Why, that is an extraordinary reason com- 
ing from the honorable chairman of the Committee 
of Finance. The objection to the bill as avowed by 
the Senator from Delaware, and others, is, that 
the bill does not discriminate in favor of the 
domestic industry of the country—which is bad 
enough of itself—but it positively discriminates 
arainst the domestic industry of the country by 
taxing for the first time the raw material manufac- 
tured by that domestic industry, and failing to tax 
the like articles made out of the like raw material 
abroad. ‘The committee ts told to co through the 
bill, and ascertain what raw material free under the 
act of 1842 is taxed in this bill; and it asks them 
in every case in which the raw material is taxed 
higher in this bill than in that of 1842, to reduce it 
to the rate imposed in the latter act. Now, I ven- 
ture to say, Mr. President, without having half the 
experience of the chairman of the Committee of 
Finance, that that can be done in two days as well 
as intwo years. Why cannot he make the at- 
tempt? I ask, as my colleague has asked, has any 
effort been made to earry out that portion of the 
instructions? The Senate will readily see that no 
effort has been made. The instructions were given 
to the committee at five o’clock yesterday after- 
noon. The committee was convened at five o’clock 
this morning, and I suppose pen was never put to 
paper for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
instructions could or could not be complied with; 
and now he asks to be discharged, because he will 
not alter the bill. He will not undertake to com- 
ply even with that portion of the instructions which 
requires the removal of the duties on the raw mate- 
rial, which discriminates agains tthe mechanic and 
manufacturer, because it is impossible to ascertain 


| what is raw material; as if there was any difii- 
| culty in ascertaining what raw material is used in 


manufacturing the articles sold here by our own 


man, does not himself posses such information as 
would enable him to decide what is raw material, 
let-him go down to the department, and see what 
is allowed to come in free there, under the act of 
1842, because it is raw material; and if he ascer- 
tain that, | suppose he can have no difficulty in 
complying with that portion of his instructions. 
Well, that is notall. After he has done that, he 
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is instructed to ascertain what amount of duty on 
other articles will be necessary to bring in ade- 
quate revenue. Has any effort been made to do 
that? Does not the country want money? Every- 
body knows that. How much? Can anybody 
tell? But that I suppose can be ascertained by 
going to the Secretary of the Treasury, and asking 
him what, in his judgment, the wants of the treas- 
ury willbe this year. If that be ascertained, then 
the centleman can set about in earnest, and see if he 








can levy sufficient duty to bring in money enough 
to supply the wants of the Government. I hope, 
therefore, that the request of the majority of the 
committee will be denied. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said, it is sufficient for my pur- 
pose to remark, that the majority of the committee 
have ordered this bill to be reported back, and to 
ask that they be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the instructions. I shall give my rea- 
We have, 
I believe, about eight days— irht levislative days 
—left of this session, after to-day. The latter part 
of these instructions strikes at the very root of this 


sons, and leave others to offer theirs. 


bill, and proposes to remodel the system, and, in 
fact, to bring 'n a new tariff of duties. Now, sir, 
would the honorable Senator from Maryland, who 
seems to take such a dee p interest in carrying out 
these instru tions, or would the mover of the reso- 


lution, be good enouch to tell me what is meant by 


© the 


exigencies of the country,’’ alluded to in the 
last clause of these instructions? Are the ordinary 
expen ; of the Government meant—such expen- 


ses as are usually incurred in carrying on the Gov- 
ernment? or is it intended by that phrase to cover 
the whole 
yt 
either of t 


expenses of the war during the current 
In neither event, | undertake to say, would 
! ; 


iit 


} 
e distinguished Senators, great adepts 
as they may be in figures and calculations, be able, 
with the aid of the best accountant in the city of 
Washington, to make these calculations in a week. 
They cannottake up this tariff, ascertain the amount 
of money wanted, the quantity of Imports to be ex- 
pect d, the proper duty on each article, and put all 
In proper form, and present it here ina week. And 
yet we are required to do all this, when but eight 
days remain of the session. The majority in both 
Houses has fixed on the tenth day of August as 
the period of adjournment; and I wish it to be 
borne in mind that that arranvement was made 
contrary tomy vote. The very state of things now 
exists which | predicted when this day of adjourn- 
ment was fixed—that we should find the time run 
out, and not tme left to finish this important sub- 
ject; and now, sir, at the request of those chiefly 
who urged upon us that day of adjournment, we 
are to go to work and remodel the tariff, and the 
whole to be done in eight days! I put it to every 
gentleman acquainted with this business, if he be- 
heves that, in the short time allotted for the trans- 
action of the remaining business of the session, it 
be possible to carry into effect these instructions, 
nnd, at the same time, make the billa law? We 
have reported this bill back, and the instructions 
with it, and respectfully ask—because we have not 
time to take up these instructions—to be discharged. 
If we cannot be discharged, we must go to work 
for the balance of the session, and perhaps when 
the day of adjournment arrives we shall be as near 
a report as we are now. 

Mr. BENTON. Iam one of the majority of the 
committee who directed this bill to be brought back 
to the Senate, and the motion to be made to dis- 
charge the committee from its further considera- 
tion. I did so, not from any desire to avoid labor, 
or to show dissatisfaction at the order of the Senate, 
but traly and sincerely for the reason stated by the 
chairman of the committee. ‘The instruction sent 
to the committee would require from them an anx- 
ious and laborious investigation, requiring much 
time and much research. 
the Senate to read the instruction, that the Senate 
may see again, and more fully feel, the extent and 
responsibility of the labor it imposed upon them. 

The Secretary read the instructions as follows: 

“Commit the bill to the Committee on Finance, with 
instructions to remove the new duties imposed by said bil 
in all cases where any foreign raw material is taxed to the 
prejudice of any mechanic or manufacturer, so that no other 
or higher duty shall be collected on any such raw material 
than is provided by the act of August 30, 1542; and further, 
so to regulate all the duties proposed by this bill, as to raise 
a revenue sufficient for the exigencies of the country.” 

The Senate will now, and under the calm appeal 
which is made to it, see that an amount of a. 
would be imposed upon the committee by this in- 


1 desire the Secretary of 


struction which there is no time to perform, and 


which it is in vain to undertake. The instruction || motion we have made is parliamentary: 


divides itself into two distinct branches—first, to 
remove the duties from foreign raw material which 
is taxed to the prejudice of any mechanic or manu- 
facturer; secondly, to regulate all the duties im- 
posed by the bill so as to raise the revenue which 
the exigency of the country requires. Each branch 
of this instruction would require a large investiga- 
tion. The first one requires a close examination 
into the raw materials brought from abroad, and 
their use by mechanics and manufacturers. In the 
first place, what is raw material? It is presumed 
to be that which the manufacturer or mechanic 
uses in carrying on his art or trade. Now apply 
this to leather. To the manufacturer, (the tanner,) 
the raw hide, with the hair upon it, is the raw 
material; to the mechanic who makes saddles, 
bridles, harness, boots, shoes, the dressed skin as 
it comes from the tanner, is the raw material. 
Then what shall the committee do?—untax both 
articles, and prejudice one or the other of the par- 
The same of cloth. To the manufacturer, 
wool is the raw material: to the tailor, the finished 
cloth is the raw material. Which article shall be 
untaxed? But the instruction requires both to be 
released from tax, and at the same time prejudice 
one of the parties, which the instruction forbids. 
This is only a sample. The difficulty of ascertain- 
ing what is raw material will require long examina- 
tions from practical mechanics and manufacturers. 
It would be impossible for the committee to act 
upon their own lights with any safety or know- 
ledge of the subject. The nine remaining legis- 
lative days of the session would not be sufficient 
to execute this branch of the subject, except as a 
blind man would cut and carve, or as a man would 
perform an anatomical operation, who did not 
know the difference between a muscle and a nerve, 
or between a vein and an artery. 

The next branch of the instruction is still more 
intricate, comprehensive, and responsible. After 
freeing raw materials from duty, the committee is 
to proceed to regulate all the duties so as to pro- 


ties? 


duce a sufficient revenue for the exigencies of the | 


country. This involves large inquines. First, as 
to the exigencies of the country. The committee 
will have to make up an opinion upon these exi- 
rencies. ‘They will have to decide upon the length 
and breadth—the expense and cost—of the Mexi- 
ean war, and of all other branches of the public 
service. The committee will become something 
like a committee of public safety, invested with 
the duties of the Executive officers of the Govern- 
ment, and authorized to know of the President how 
he means to conduct the war, and whether he is 
for making early peace, or carrying on long war. 
Well, when the committee should have decided all 
these questions, and made up their minds as to the 
amount which the exigencies of the country may 
require, then comes the labor of calculating the 
amount which each article of importation will pro- 
duce, and the distribution of the whole sum among 
several hundred different items. This would be 
herculean work; but before it could be begun, a 
literal obedience of the instruction would render 
superfluous a bill already passed—that for loans 
and treasury notes!—for the instruction requires 
all the revenue wanted for all the exigencies of the 
country to be raised from the duties which the 
committee are to arrange among the articles im- 
ported. 


not possibly be performed with any judgment or 


discretion in the few days which remain of the | 


session, and when the presence of the members of 
the committee is required in this Chamber, in dis- 
charge of their ordinary legislative duties from 
morning till night. 

{ make this exhibition of the labors which the 
instruction would impose on the committee for two 
purposes: first, to justify the committee in asking 
to be discharged from the consideration of the in- 
Structions sent to them; and, next, in warning 
Senators of the consequences of refusing the dis- 
charge. This is the serious point of view under 
which the question of discharge must now be con- 
templated. ‘Thus far the committee is not in con- 


tempt, or in a state of disobedience to the Senate; | 


nor is it my intention, or that of any part of the 


committee—I speak for them from a knowledge of || 
their characters, without having consulted them— || 
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But, leaving this difficulty out, the two || 
points of ascertaining the amount of revenue neces- | 
sary, and their levying it upon the items in the bill, | 
would be a work of weeks, or months, and could |! 


| 


| an amendment, and without performing the duty 
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| tocommit a contempt, or disobey the Senate, ‘Ty : 
ae “ it is re 
| spectful; itis a reference to the Senate to say w 
| er, after hearing the declaration of the ‘eo, 
tee, that they cannot execute the duty required of 
them, with any justice to the subject or them, 
selves, in the short time that remains of the ag 
sion—whether, under this declaration, the Se; os 
| will still require the committee to go on to exams 
the instruction? If the Senate does this—anq | ; 
will be the effect of refusing to discharge us—then 
the case is altered with us. We can no Jonors 
| refuse to obey the Senate. We must go to wos 
and that in good faith, to do the best we cay. W. 
cannot come back with what the workmen eal} 1 
| botch—that is to say, a spoilt piece of work. W, 
| must do our best, and that will require more tinge 
| —far more time—than remains of this session, 
| And this brings me to the great point: the yots 
now to be taken is a vote on the life or death of 
the bill! And in that point of view I shall ask 
the yeas and nays on this question of discharo: 
that every Senator may show to his constituents 
how he voted! and whether he went for the life oy 
death of the bill! Every Senator will wish ty 
show this to his constituents; and every eop. 
stituency will wish to see what his representatiye 
did in this final vote. This vote upon the dis. 
charge is final! Ifthe committee is not discharged, 
the bill is killed! no, not killed, but worse—burjed 
| alive, to die a slow but certain death in the com. 
mittee room of the Finance Committee of the Sep. 
ate! Let nosSenator deceive himself. Let no 
one indulge in illusions. This question, in its 
form, seems to be collateral and interlocutory: byt 
itis not so. In its substance and effect, it is the 
final and decisive vote! as much so as if it was a 
direct vote on the final passage of the bill. This is 
the fact, and I declare it from my place, as a Sen- 
ator, and as a member of the committee, that no 
Senator may be under a mistake as to the effect of 
his vote, nor have the least doubt, if he votes 
against the discharge of the committee he votes 
for the death of the bill, and that not responsibly, 
by putting it to death on the floor of the Senate, 
but by sending it out to be buried alive, and to lie 
dead in the room of the Finance Committee. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON then said: I think, Mr, 
President, the proposition made by the chairman 
of the Committee of Finance has placed this body 
in a condition in which it was never placed before. 
I doubt very much whether an instance is to be 
found in the legislation of this body, in which an 
order of the Senate to do a specific act has been 
refused to be complied with by a committee of the 
body without an attempt to do it. 
Mr. LEWIS. The committee only ask to be 


heth. 


nmit. 


discharged. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON. The gentleman says 


| the committee ask to be discharged. They have 
positively declined compliance with the instrue- 
tions. They have reported back the bill, without 


| imposed upon them by this body. The reason 

assigned for that course I shall consider presently. 

I repeat, I very much doubt whether another 1- 

stance can be found in the annals of legislation, in 
| this or any other body, which can compare with 
this case. Why, what did this Senate do yester- 
day? After grave deliberation and full discussion, 
they decided that this bill should be amended. 
Did they not? Did they not inform the appropr'- 
ate committee of this body that in such and such 
particulars the bill was to be amended? And was 
not the bill, by a vote of the Senate, sent to this 
committee with these specific instructions, and an 
order to comply with them? It was not a question 
of expediency. It was not left to the discretion of 
the committee. It was not a matter submitted to 
| their judgment, to be adopted if they chose, and 
from the consideration of which they were to be 
| discharged. Well, what have the committee done 
| Instead of complying with this order—instead of 
| making the amendments which the Senate directed 

to be made, they report the bill back to you, and 

ask to be discharged, declining the performance of 

their duty. Am I not right, then, in charactert: 
| zing this as a most extraordinary, as an unprece- 
| dented procedure on the part of the committee: 

What is the reason assigned for this extraordinary 
| conduet? Why, the first reason, and the only 

reason, is that suggested by the Senator from Ala- 
bama (the chairman of the committee) at the close 
of his remarks, that there was not time for the 


| 
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arformance of thisduty. Not time! Not time 
io what? In the first places Mr. President, 








ot a ° 
yf -« body decided that they had time. 


not tell them to report the bill this morning; but 
under a full knowledge that the Senate was to ad- 
iourn on the 10th of August, directed this duty to 
ye done. And now, what has the committee sub- 
santially done? Why, they declare that they 
think the Senate ought not to have imposed this 
duty upon them, because there is not time for its 
performance. en | > 
hy its act, has declared that there is time for the 
erformance of this duty! I say, then, that the 
Senate on yesterday, having decided that this bill 


should not pass without these amendments, the | 
committee to whom it was entrusted have reported | 


i, back without them, and ask to be discharged, in 
order, as the Senator from Missouri says, that a 
test vote may be taken. I say, then, and say it 
with great respect, that the Senate, if it agrees to 
the request of the committee, is about to give its 
sanction to the doctrine that it shall be in the power 
of acommittee to disregard its order, by coming 
in and refusing to make amendments specially 
directed to be made; and thus present, on their 
own authority, the naked question again for the 


decision of the body, which the Senate have deci- , 


ded should not be put till after these amendments 
are made. But there is not time. Not time! 
What is the first clause in the amendment pro- 
nosed ? 

"Mr. SPEIGHT. Look to the latter part of the 
instructions. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. IT shall come to that 
presently. The first amendment is to the effect 
that you are to graduate this bill with reference to 
the act of 1842, in regard to the raw material used 
by mechanics and manufacturers. Well, now, 
practically, what is **raw material??? Who does 
not know what it is? It is known, technically, 
quite well. ‘There can be no dispute about it. 
Everybody knows what it means. Sut, in addi- 
tion to this, the committee have not gone into the 
inquiry as to what is raw material. Have they 
come together and consulted? Have they inquired 
of my friends from Maryland and from Maine, 
what constituted raw material ?—cotton, or hemp, 
or wool? No. They have had no consultation 
at all. But a majority of the committee report 
hack the bill without any amendment at all, and 
thencome in and say they do not know what is 
meant by ‘* raw material.” That they do without 
endeavoring to ascertain what is ** raw material.’’ 
Is this according to the usual mode of legislation ? 
Ifthey can ascertain what is raw material, pray, 
how long time would it require to make the amend- 
ments which have been ordered? All they have got 
to do is to take the tariff of 1842, ascertain this raw 
material, and ‘accommodate it to the scale of that 
act. If free, all they have got to do is to put it in 
their free list. If taxed, set it down at the same 
rate at which it is taxed in the act of 1842. Note 
the amendment—*‘ so that no other and higher 
duty,” &e. All they have got to do is to take this 
volume, which contains the act of 1842, look to 
the list of the raw materials, apply it to that act, 
and amend your bill accordingly. ‘The whole pro- 
cess would not take half an hour. Sir, there is 
nota member of this committee that in one hour 


could not frame the amendment in pursuance of | 


these instructions. Well, what is the second clause 
of the instructions? ** So to regulate all the duties 
proposed by this bill as to raise a revenue sufficient 


forthe exigencies of the country.’’ Not time to | 
do this? Not time, Mr. President, to ascertain | 
What the country wants? Why, has not the de- | 
partment, within a few days, reported to you what | 


‘ey wanted to expend? Has not my friend, the 
chairman of the Committee of Finance, told you 
what this bill would raise? Don’t you know how 
much this will be reduced, if it be reduced at all, 


by compliance with the first clause of the instruc- | 


tons? Can’t you tell the difference remaining to 


be provided for? My friend from Mississippi, |, 


Mr. Speicnt,] thinks there is not time to make 
‘hese wonderfully elaborate calculations within the 
“even working days of this session which remain. 


‘ask him, is he not as able to make this bill con- | 
formable to the second instruction, as he is to say | 


that the bill itself is now in a condition in which it 


es not want any amendment for any purpose | 


connected with the revenue? 
Mr. SPEIGHT. I am not able to do it; and I 
® not think that any gentleman is able to do it. 


They did | 


This they say, when the Senate, | 


i 

| Mr. HUNTINGTON. The inability must be 
owing entirely to the state of the Senator's health, 
which I regret is not at present vigorous. Because, 
otherwise, | know—no, I will not say that—but I 


believe he is very competent to amend the bill in | 


ithe timeleftus. But if he thinks it cannot be done, 
there is my friend, the Chairman ef the Committee 
| of Finance. 
think my friend from Maine [Mr. Evans] under- 
stands something about it. 
| long enough in the traces to know something about 
the finances and commercial affairs of the country; 
and I think if you would give him an epportunity 
to express his views in relation to the second in- 
struction, he could produce them, not only very 


the country. But they do not give him a chance. 
He has no opportunity to give to the country, or 
the Senate, the benefits of his experience. And so 
it is also with my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
Jounson.] So also with us all, for the committee 
have decided that there is not time, and therefore 
| they refer the bill back to the Senate. 
mit to this body—and I submit it with confidence— 
whether they are prepared to establish the prece- 
dent that a committee intrusted with the perform- 
ance of a great duty—a duty devolved upon them 
by the Senate—shall come up to this body and vir- 
tually say that they have not complied with the 
order because they think they have not time, when 
the Senate have decided to the contrary? Sir, I 
|| think itis not only unusual and extraordinary, but 
I think it is due to the Senate, and those who voted 
for this amendment, that the original purpose of the 
Senate should be adhered to. My friend from 
Missouri says that if the committee be again in- 
structed, he will set himself to work. I wish to 
know whether it be necessary to have a reiteration 
of the order of the Senate in order to have the duty 
performed which was assigned to that honorable 
gentleman and the other members of the commit- 
tee. I make these remarks with creat respect, and 
with entire kindness to all the gentlemen compo- 
sing the committee. But, I repeat again, the course 
of the committee is not only unusual, but I think 
that it is due to the Senate, that after having sol- 
emnly decided this question and referred it to the 
committee, thus declaring not only that it is prac- 
ticable to make the amendment, but that there is 
time to do it, the committee should be held to the 
discharge of their duty. I therefore hope that the 
Senate will refuse to accept this proposition made 
by the chairman of the Committee of Finance; that 
they will not be discharged; and that they will be 
sent back to put this bill ina shape conformable 
! with the instructions ordered by the Senate, and 
which, in my judgment, it is the duty of the com- 
mittee to carry out. j 


Mr. JARNAGIN next addressed the Senate, | 


and said: From the position which I occupy, I 
deem it my duty to put an end to this whole affair. 
I am satisfied now that no amendment can be, or 
will be, made to this bill; and therefore it would 
be useless to insist upon the committee keeping the 
bill before them, when they inform us that if an 
amendment is to be made, it will have the effect of 
preventing action on the bill. I would not dis- 
charge the duties imposed upon me by my instruc- 


ing and carrying out, if I were to assent to such a 
course. I thought at one time, when this bill came 
from the House of Representatives, that my duty, 
/as prescribed in my instructions, was to vote for 
the bill as it came from the House, not because I 
thought it a good bill, not because I approved of it, 
but because we were to be put on a great experi- 


bill as prepared by themselves, and abide the con- 
sequences. Such was my feeling when it came 
| from the House, and such was my determination. 
But when I saw the exigencies of the country, 
when I saw that we were issuing treasury notes, 
| and when, to my entire satisfaction, it was demon- 
strated that this bill would reduce the revenue that 


amendments were proposed, which, in my judg- 


why, sir, my purpose was changed, and [ felt it 
|, my duty to vote for them. But now the aspect of 
the case is again changed. The opposite party re- 
fuse to make the amendments, and I am called on 
‘| to discharge the committee. WhatamI todo? I[ 
|| cannot get the amendments which are so desirable. 
|| I asked that they should be made. I voted for 


He understands this business; and I | 


He has been almost | 


| practically and promptly, but also very usefully to | 


Now I sub- | 


tions, and which I avowed my intention of obey- 


ment, and I was willing that they should take the || 


was obtained under the act of 1842, that, when | 


__'THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


151 





committing the bill for that purpose. The major- 
ity of the “emmittee advocate the bill, and they 
tell us that the amendments cannot be made. ‘The 
question then is, ** Is this bill to pass?’’ or “ is it 
to be defeated by my vote?’’ I frankly admit, that, 
with a full desire to do my duty, | was disposed to 
agree with my political associates, and vote for the 
postponement of action on the bill. T determined 
on that. But I have had time to consider; and the 
result of that more mature consideration has been 
a different conclusion. Why postpone the bill, if 
it is destined to pass? Unless it is anticipated that 
before the next meeting of Congress such a change 
of opinion of the people of the United States will 


| take place as to give a majority against the bill, 


why postpone action? Is it at all likely that such 
a change will take place? And even suppose it did 
take place, when does this bill go into operation? 
On the first of December next, and Congress 
meets on the first Monday of December next. If 


i such a change takes place in the interval, will it 


not then be just as easy to repeal this law as to 
prevent its passage ? What, then, is to be gain- 
ed by postponement? Nothing, but to lead the 
country into a state of security which may, and 
likely would, prove to be altogether decepuve— 
to lead them to look for a result altogether illu- 
sory. Better let the bill fo before the people, 
then. Let each man consult his neighbor as to 
its merits. Let them hold public meetings, and 
sive expression to public opinion. Let the people 
instruct their Representatives, who will come fresh 
from the body of the people, and give expression 
to their will as to whether this is to continue the 
law or not. Would not an uncertainty as to the 
passage of this bill be productive of evil results ? 
As for myself, I cannot get an expression of opin- 
ion from my Legislature till October come a year. 
I cannot travel throughout the State to get individ- 
ual opinion. Nothing is to be gained by delay, 
and in my deliberate opinion, delay would be pre- 
judicial to the great interests of the country. This 
is notall. I am bound to be frank and explicit. 
This measure has assumed a party character—in 
other words, it is a Democratic measure; and re- 
cent occurrences have thrown upon me a responsi-= 
bility which does not appropriately belong to me. 
On the question of engrossing this bill, [do not 
mean to occupy a position which will enable men 
to say that this measure was forced upon the coun- 
try by a Whig vote. I represent but one State. 
You, Mr. President, in your representative char- 
acter, represent the whole people of the United 
States. If this be a Democratic measure, and if 
it be desirable for the Democratic party to carry it 
out, I shall, when the question comes on the en- 
crossment of the bill, transfer the whole responsi- 
bility, as far as I am concerned, to the keeping of 
the representative of the whole people, and then 
we will know whether it be a Democratic measure 
or not. Now I repeat, I will not allow it to be 
said that this was forced upon the people of the 
United States by a Whig vote. I shall, when the 
time comes, obey my instructions; but I wish to 
stand rectus in curia. I do not wish to take the 
responsibility that belongs to another; and I will 
not take the responsibility of a party measure when 


| that party has a majority in this Chamber to ex- 


press its opinion and will. I might vote against 
the bill. I do not approve of this bill. But the 
leading features of the bill I am instructed to main- 


| tain, and, by voting against the bill, I would vote 
| against the principles which I am instructed to sup- 


port. I shall obey these instructions. And now, 


| Mr. President, let me say, under the determina- 
| tion I have now expressed, | am aware that my 


course does not meet the approbation of my politi- 
cal associates. It is now, and at all times, pain- 
ful—extremely painful—to be compelled, from any 


| necessity whatever, to be separated in my action 


| from my political friends and associates. 
| necessity presents itself. 


Sut that 
‘*] desired that”—/(the 
reporter omits the eweyrs here made from the 
New Testament.] 1 shall discharge my duty, Mr. 
President, with all the regret which it is possible 


| for a human being to feel who is obliged to be the 


ment, appeared to be calculated to better the bill, || 


occasion of mortification to his friends. No doubt, 
in the excitement of the moment, my humble head 
is devoted. But if such should be the case, I still 
possess the consciousness of having discharged my 


|| duty, and I will retire to the walks of private life 


'and there battle in my humble way for correct 


principles and against this bill. Whatever denun- 


ciations may be poured out against me, I shall not 


SNE, 









4A! LANGE EEL LEAD LOL LN LLLLLIOAE LE IEIO 
ip a Paes ere 





¥ 
wy 


Lt & 
“% 
# ve 


nit. 


‘y 
my, 


papa 


CGE eo 
ot eas phates Fi 
ae 


te al 
ee 


: Ree’ 


Rat 


7’ 


Pes 


pa 


lags ib 


fash nce Pi ae akon ot Feline 


PAGS hae oe ee 








te 








1152 


complain. I know that my friends are right. I 
believe that the result of the experiment about to 
be tried will be to make their principles most tri- 
uM and bring back the whole American 
the system we now abandon. I shall 
much as any of my political associates 


hant, 
pr opie to 
re} 
in that happy and auspicious result. T hope it may 


mce At 
come. But, to conclude, 1 have only to say that 
I shall vote for discharging the committee, and 
then, though forsaken by all my friends, leave the 


result to God and my country. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then rose and said: It is 
true that the vote on this motion is substantially a 
decisive vote upon the great question be fore us 
itself. If the committee is not discharged the 
bill fails; if the committee is dischareed, why, 
then, from indications around us, there is every 
ré on toy ppre hend that this bill will finally be- 
come alaw. Ido not rise forthe purpose of reply- 
ing to the remarks of my friend from Tennessee, 
and | have only to say, with reference to the de- 
claration which he has made, announcing to us his 
determination to discharge the duty imposed upon 
him, and to obey the instructions of the Le risla- 
ture of the State of Tenne ee, that I have heard 
his declaration with heartfelt sorrow. But for gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House I have some 
remarks to offer in reply to them. The honorable 
Senator from Alabam be the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Finance, was pleased to say, when he 
made this report requesting the Se nate of the Uni- 
ted States to discharge the committee from further 
consideration of this subject, that I, who moved 
these instructions, had avowed that my object was 
to defeat the bill, and that the committee did not 
fee! themselves bound to be the executioners of 
such a measure. Sir, itis true that I frankly ae- 
knowledeed at the time that I soucht, by this and 


other honorable means, to defeat this meas- 
ure, because | believed it to be fraucht with incal- 
chief to my country. I did notedesire 
to defeat the passage of any tariff bill that could be 
‘ Iam not so wedded to the existing law 
that I could po sibly vote for any other. 

the honorable gventleman should point out defects 
in the present legislative enactment on this subject, 
] should be quite disposed at all 
times, to But I did seek to 


and manufacturers ample 


every 


e*uiabie mils 
ered, 


not 


now, as l hone 
remove the de fi c%. 
obtain for mechanics 


protection for their indus try, ind I soucht also, by 
an amendment which the Senate chose to adopt, 
to obtain ade quate revenue for the country—‘*a 
revenue adeq ate to the exigencies of the coun- 
try’*—as the resolution expresses it. The hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Speicut] 
I yhitye d oft me, as we l] as of the se nator from Ma- 


rviand, what was the meaning of that clause of the 
re ution? Fle wished to know how much revenue 
would be sufficient. The honorable gentleman 
dilated at leneth on the alleced impossibility of so 
amending the bill durme the present session of 
Conere s to comply with the instructions. Sir, 
after hearing his declarations, I will not say that it 


| 


certainly W 
theres 


quite in their power to comply with 
olution. My opinion is, that they could have 
lied with the order of the Well, 


£0 compiied senate, 
that they did not comply, what is the 


then, see 


result to which we are driven by the acknowlede- 
ment of gentlemen themselves? Why, the Senat« 
of the United States have decided that this bill 
ought to be amended in a particular manner, and 
the honorable wentlemen on the other side of the 
Liouse tell us it is Impossible to comply with the 
demand, and preserve the identity of the bill. 


Here, then, an acknowledement that they are 
about to pass a bill which it is impossible to per- 
fect, or amend even, according to the express 
instructions of the Senate. Sir, it seems to me 
that here is an admission on their part that a bill 
is to he passed— must be passed—which the Sen- 
of United State s, after mature reflection 
and consideration, have solemnly decided ought 


ate the 
not to pass, but ought to receive a totally different 
conformation. Gentlemen ask me, and I return to 
that, what is the meaning of the resolution re- 
quiring that a revenue should be raised adapted to 
‘‘the exigencies of the country?’ I answer, sir, 
that a revenue bill, which, while it takes off the 
odious discrimination against American labor pro- 
vided for in the bill on your table, at the same 
time puts on the other articles an amount to bring 
Into the tre asury a revenue, adequate, first, to pay 
the civil list of the country—the ordinary expenses 
of the Government; and, secondly, a sum sufli- 


If 


| cient to pay also the interest on the nationel debt, 


accumulating; 


=? 


which is now daily and, lastly, a 
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sum sufficient to provide a sinking fund to pay off, | 


within a reasonable time, the whole of the debt 
itself. Such arevenue would be adequate to ‘* meet 
the exigencies of the country.”’ 

Mr. SPEIGHT. Has the Senator ascertained 
the amount necessary to do that? 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON. I certainly have not 
made the calculation. But I think it does not 
present a very difficult matter. I have made some 
examination of the subject, it is true, but I would 
not feel justified in giving the explicit answer 
which the Senator has demanded. I am perfectly 
satisfied, however, that the committee could easily 
ascertain the amount of the required sum, It is 
quite certain that the income from the act of 1842 
would be inadequate for all the purposes I have 
described. It is still more flagrantly evident that 
the proposed bill will be altogether inadequate. 
It will full infinitely below the mark. That, no 
man, [ apprehend, will doubt for a moment, if he 
examines the subject. It is, in fact, admitted by 
the gentlemen on the other side. They have al- 
ready introduced a bill for raising a sum of ten 
millions of dollars by treasury notes, with a power 
on the part of the Government to re-issue as often 
as the y ple ase, 

Mr. SPEIGHT. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
voted, 


cates, 


Not with my vote. 

I know not how the Senator 
But I include him with his political asso- 
They have passed such a bill. 1 do not 
know. that he objected to it. It is certain that I 
to it. But I hold it as a cardinal prin- 
ciple, that when you ineur debt you should at 
the same time provide a tax, or some means of 
paying the interest of the debt; and also for the 
purpose of providing a sinking fund to sink the 
principal. That I revard asa principle which no 
statesman should ever abandon. But the party in 
power has abandoned that great principle during 
the present session of Congress. It is a principle 
which, as we all know, Mr. Jefferson regarded as 
sacred, and so announced to the chairman of Ways 
and Means in the other House—a principle which 
he contended should be always adhered to; and yet 
it is that principle which a majority of this body 
have deliberately abandoned. Well, sir, the hon- 
orable centleman from Mississippi says that there 
was not time to mature the bill—to make it sucha 
measure as was required by the instructions of the 
Senate; that want of time prevented compliance 
with the instructions of the Senate. And he urged 
that we on this side of the House had named the 
day of adjournmentand settled the day of adjourn- 
The honorable gentleman will do me the 
justice to say that I did not fix the day of adjourn- 


ment. He will do me the justice to say now, and 
at all times hereafter, that | avowed myself willing 
to give gentlemen on the other side all the time 
asked to perfect the great measures of the ses- 
I announced repeatedly—over and over 


obje cte d 


ment. 


sion, 


acain announced my determination to sustain them | 


in securing ample time. And the 10th of August 


was named as the day of adjournment by one of 


their own political friends—the gentleman from 


Tennesssee farthest from me, [Mr. Turney.] It 
was, therefore, as I understand from the debate 
and from the vote, their own act. I joined in the 
vote, because they so voted. I agreed to fix that 
day, because they fixed the day. He has no 
rieht, therefore, to taunt me, and those who acted 
with me, with curtailing the session and short- 
enine the time within which it is necessary to 
act. But, in answer to all this, I have to say that, 
if there be not sufficient time, introduce a resolu- 
tion to prolong the time. Name a more distant 
dav. Ishall vote for it. I have no idea of dis- 
chareinge you from the consideration of this sub- 
ject, and so absolving you from the discharge of a 
solemn duty imposed upon you by the Senate, 
merely because the 10th of August has been fixed 
as the day of adjournment. Name the 20th, the 
30th of August—name any day you please instead; 
but do not attempt to escape thus from the dis- 
charge of your duty on the plea that you ‘have 
not time.’’ I tell you, you are about to inflict on 
the country incalculable mischief. Never, after 
inflicting that evil on the country, attempt tojus- 
ti'y yourselves on the ground that you had not 
time to set with deliberation. If you have not 
time, itis because you refuse to give yourselves 
time. ‘Time is not denied you by gentlemen on 
this side of the House. You have no such excuse 


f proposed to see whether you will or will not, by the 


July 28, 
to offer here, and you shall have no such ores 
to offer before the country. Something was . = 
with reference to amendments—as to whether :) 
were or were not desirable. I have, accordine 
the best of my ability, discharged my duty 1 
have offered those amendments which | thour 
were necessary to sustain—to save the : 
the country. One of them has failed. I think ] 
can foresee the fate of the others. I regret it "a 
having done my duty, I do not feel that I amy. 
any obligation to do anything more in th 
The amendments which I have offered have 
ered the whole ground, as was remarke; 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] yester. 
day. Adopt these amendments, and the jndysms 
of the country stands protected and safe, I t} J 
all fail, I do not intend to wear out gentlemen ¢; 

° » i on 
the other side of the House by offering amend 
ments. It is no part of my purpose, sir, to deley 
action on this matter. I have not trespassed my 
on the Senate during this debate. I shall not aban. 
don my course. I shall not address the bade, 
the great question. I have said enough to oe ; 
gentlemen of the mischievous consequences which 
will follow the passage of this bill; and, hayine 
thus discharged my duty, I abide the conseque 
whatever they may be. 

Mr. WEBSTER then addressed the Senate, He 
said the question now before the Senate is jn one 
respect a test question, as it has been described be 
the honorable member from Missouri, [Mr., Bey. 
TON;] not exactly in the light in which he viewed 
it, or in the sense in which he wished to be wnder. 
stood, but in quite a different sense—in another 
aspect altogether. We are here, sir, calling ovr. 
selves every day a Democratic Congress, and the 
majority of the body is said to be about to pass a 
great Democratic measure. I suppose if any mean- 
ing is attached to these terms, it is that itis 
measure favorable to the masses—favorable to the 
people—preferring the interests of the masses to 
the interests of a few—preferring the interests of 
the great body of the people to those who may be 
called the possessors of a high measure of wealth. 
Well, sir, what sort of a bill does the question now 
about to be taken show that this “* creat Demo- 
cratic measure” is? or what sort of a measure js 
this popular Democratic bill? It purports to | 
an ‘act reducing the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes.” The title could not describe the 
bill at all if they did not indicate that there were 
other purposes besides the mere reduction of du- 
ties; and one of those other purposes is to enhance 
duties. The true interpretation of the bill, there- 
fore, is, that it is an act for reducing certain duties 
and enhancing certain other duties on articles of im- 
portation. Now, sir, let us see whether this is such 
a bill as is pretended—a bill in favor of the masses— 
in favor of the people! Just look at the question 
now submitted to the Senate! This bill does re- 
duce duties—on what? On what? Why, there 
may be some articles on which the duties are re- 
duced for the benefit of the middling classes; but 
the great reduction of duties is on such articles a3 
those of which I read to you yesterday a list from 
the letter of Mr. Nicholl. You reduce the duty oa 
spirits of all kinds to the great extent which | men- 
tioned yesterday. You reduce the duty on spices to 
the great extent which I mentioned yesterday. You 
reduce the duty on imported tropical fruits ané 
other fruits. You reduce the duty on ready-made 
clothing. You reduce the duty on rich and ex 
pensive carpets. You reduce the duty on rich cut 
glass—every one of them. And you saw that this 
reduction keeps out of the treasury more than the 
whole of the duty laid upon certain other articles. 
But these are your reductions-——your main reduc- 
tions. They are all on articles of luxury—ot eX 
treme luxury—spirits, spices, silks, costly carpets, 
rich cut glass, ready-made clothing—articles 1 
which none of the middling classes are interested, 0F 
are in the habit of buying or using. And now it's 
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instructions to your committee, continue the prac 
tice of freeing the raw material, upon which all the 
manufacturing and laboring people of the country 
earn a living, when they get it. That uestion 3 
now distinetly put to you, and put to this Senate. 
On the raw material, which is to come here and fur- 
nish employment and occupation to the handicraft 
throughout the country—on this you have raise 
the duty. Perhaps on all these raw materials, but 
certainly on masses of them, as 1 showed yest: 
day, you have raised the duty above the stand 
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